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I would first like to thank all those brothers who made it
back to the Shelter for Homecoming this year. We had a
fantastic turnout, and the weekend was a tremendous

display of fraternal brotherhood, highlight-
ed by the Homecoming formal meal pre-
pared by our very own Marty Barrack ‘83
and crew. The impact and presence the
alumni gave to the undergraduate chapter
can not be overstated, and the sense of
pride and commitment shown by the
returning alumni was truly heartwarming.
Thanks go out to all who participated.

The undergraduate chapter is facing a
pivotal point going in to spring rush.
Approximately half of the members are
seniors graduating in May, thus elevating
the need for a strong spring rush class. To
this end, the undergraduate chapter and house corpora-
tion are dedicating significant time and resources to rush
preparation and execution. The chapter recently hosted
one of the international fraternity’s chapter consultants,
who gave a formal rush clinic and informal consultation.
The house corporation is also planning on sponsoring an
alumni mentor (Beta Omicron alumnus), who will live at the
Shelter during the weeklong spring rush period in January.
The insight and hands-on capability of the mentor should
provide both a strong statement of the lifelong benefits of
Delt membership as well as an experienced, mature
resource for on-site recruitment. The undergraduates are
well aware of the importance of membership recruitment,
and we’re looking forward to their success this spring.

To put the chapter’s position in perspective, the Cornell
University Greek system is facing a supply/demand imbal-
ance that is depressing the ability of many fraternities to
thrive. Of the 40-plus fraternities at Cornell, approximately

Beta Omicron Plans For Strong Spring Rush
15 to 20 houses have break-even membership levels of 20
to 30 members. Overall fraternal participation levels for
male undergraduates have been level or slightly declining

over the last few years, further depress-
ing the ability of fraternities to increase
their membership roles. Currently,
approximately one-third of all male
undergraduates join fraternities, com-
pared with participation rates in the 40-
plus percent range 10 years ago. Amid
all of this fraternal clutter, it is our duty
as alumni to help the chapter position
Delta Tau Delta as a fun, dynamic orga-
nization, where young men can glean
the values of leadership, brotherhood,
and teamwork.

Cornell University has also undertak-
en a comprehensive review of the relationship between the
university and the Greek system. Part of this review is a
thorough revision of the governing relationship between
Cornell and the university-owned fraternities (such as Delta
Tau Delta). The last university acknowledged agreement
between the two parties was the Cornell University Resi-
dence Plan of 1966 (CURP ’66). Led by our own John Van
Soest ’86, the university has begun drafting a revised docu-
ment that accurately reflects the modern-day relationship
between the two parties. This effort will not only formalize
our rights and responsibilites as a fraternal organization,
but will also provide a framework for handling concerns
and complaints that has not existed in the past. The house
corporation is closely monitoring this process and will
update all alumni as the process unfolds.

Scott Rice ’90
House Corporation President

“…it is our duty as
alumni to help the
chapter position Delta
Tau Delta as a fun,
dynamic organization,
where young men can
glean the values of
leadership, brother-
hood, and teamwork.”

MMaarrkk yyoouurr ccaalleennddaarrss ffoorr tthheessee uuppccoommiinngg eevveennttss::
Founder’s Day Banquet January 24, 2004

Reunion Weekend June 10-13, 2004

Homecoming Weekend October 15-17, 2004
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Alumni Interact With
Undergrads

This has been one of the most
exciting years of interactions
between our chapter and its

alumni. First off, Homecoming
2003 was a blast. We had a great
tailgate followed up by an amaz-
ing dinner at the Shelter prepared
by a group of our faithful alumni
led by Marty Barrack ’83! Our
amazing cooks kicked off their
weekend with a combined effort
of the chapter to make the kitchen
cleaner than it’s been in the past
10 years. Then they slaved away
for many hours preparing a most
delightful meal. An evening of fun
and memories followed. Thanks
again to those who helped make
the event so great. We couldn’t
have done it without you.

Stay tuned on the announcements for the upcoming
Founder’s Day Dinner. It should be great fun! In other exciting
news our chapter has relaunched the alumni mentoring pro-
gram in which undergrads get paired with alumni in their
future field. Interested alumni can e-mail me at btb26@
cornell.edu. We are looking forward to working with the alum-
ni during next spring. Please check the web page at
www.cudelts.org for recent news. Thanks for a great year!

Sincerely,
Brian T. Brooks ’05

Alumni Relations

House Shows Delt
Pride

The tradition of maintaining the cleanest house on cam-
pus has continued this year, and, in addition, the Shelter
has also seen some significant improvements. Since the

completion of the exterior painting last spring, the stage has
gotten a fresh coat of black paint, and the bar has been refin-
ished. Over two-thirds of the brothers repainted their rooms
upon arrival this fall, and the bathroom stalls have been refin-
ished. Being house manager with this kind of enthusiasm has
been a blast, and even unpopular jobs such as cleaning the
dumpster area are often completed without anyone being
assigned to do them.

A few new systems have been implemented this year to
keep the Shelter in good order. Brothers have been assigned
midweek jobs, ensuring that the entire house is straightened
up every few days. This removes some of the difficulties of
Sunday cleanup and promotes a clean living environment all
week long. In addition, a fining system has been implement-
ed, and though it hasn’t been used often, it gives the house
manager some leverage if jobs are neglected. Because of the
outstanding brotherhood participation in cleanups, I have only
had to fine on four occasions for jobs not completed.

I think it is fair to say that the condition of the Shelter is like
the condition of the broth-
erhood: well ordered,
strong, and cared for with
a lot of pride.

Andy Moderow ’05
House Manager

House Man Andy
Moderow ’05 and his
sweetheart.

Alumni Chair Brian
Brooks ’05 working

hard, as usual.

Eastern Division Conference
February 12-15, 2004

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Hotel: Hilton Philadelphia Airport,
5409 Island Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19153

Reservations: 215/365-4150. The room rate is
$75 per night. Reservations must be made by

January 29 to receive this rate. Mention
Delta Tau Delta when making your reservation.

Conference Contact: If you have questions about the
conference, contact Division President Jeff La Furia at

412/841-9231 or at jclaffy66@aol.com.

Nick  Stanley ’06 and Marshall Thomas ‘06
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Having Fun While
Making Sure The
Job Gets Done

A lot has happened in the past four months. Each of the
brothers in Beta Omicron launched himself upon a new
semester in school and the fraternity, and the results

have been very positive. I think it is safe to say we are having
fun while we make sure the jobs in the house get done,
because, after all, that’s what it’s all about. 

In August the actives returned to the Shelter with a
renewed sense of brotherhood and responsibility. Right from
the beginning, the semester was about getting the jobs done
and partying hard when they’re over. Over the four months of
the fall semester I saw the brothers participate in more activi-
ties than at almost any other time in my three years at the
house. We assembled a social schedule and, with the help of
ever single brother behind Chris Litvin, made it succeed, con-
tinuing a year-long string of parties the likes of which I have
never seen. We kept the house clean and in good repair
through diligent efforts and managed to fit in participation in a
variety of philanthropy events with constant reminders from
Angel Ramirez. Lennie Bergsman ran our accounts with
Greenspan-like aplomb, and Rob Waskis kicked behinds and
took names until the jobs got done. Last, but certainly not
least, Brian Brooks ’05 and Jason Saltsberg ’94 led a team of
actives and alumni in organizing and executing one of the
best Homecomings anyone can remember. 

But new challenges still await the house. The work ahead
of us in recruitment alone is greater in size and gravity than
anything that we have done so far. Despite this I know that
with Brian Viele’s experience and the house’s dedication, we
will succeed. We will continue to work, past the end of the fall
semester and into the spring, to improve the house and leave
it better than it was when we arrived.

Matt James ’04
2003 Chapter President

Chapter
Elects New

Officers

Well, it’s that time of year again.
It’s that one special chapter
meeting that always seems to

take three hours, no matter what: elections. I was actually
naive enough to think that this year might be different since we
had two brothers running unopposed for positions, but I was
wrong. Whatever gods are in charge of elections frowned
upon us that evening, and chapter took two hours and 55 min-
utes. It is my pleasure to provide you with the results of the
elections and to introduce you to our new executive board. 

President: Rob Waskis (me), former vice president and public
relations chair. I have some ideas for a few minor changes for
the chapter, mostly emphasizing accountability and, of course,
rush. My biggest challenge, I think, will be channeling every-
one’s enthusiasm for the upcoming semester. 

Vice president: Nick Stanley, former assistant rush chair and
secretary. Nick has always been ready to help out with whatever
is needed. I am sure he will work well with everyone. The great-
est skill he brings to his position is his willingness and ability to
interact with and motivate each brother on a personal level.

Treasurer: Angel Ramirez, former philanthropy chair. Angel
has consistently been the most reliable member of the adminis-
trative committee, and, as an added benefit, he is also really
cheap. 

Rush chairman: Andy Moderow, former house manager.
Andy has some radical new ideas for recruitment, and the
brotherhood is behind him 100 percent. Given Andy’s success
as house manager, I am confident that he will bring the same
great results to rush.

Social chairman: Marshall Thomas, former public relations
chair. Marshall has always been one of those brothers who just
plain gets things done. Anything Marshall gets his hands on,
from public relations projects to washing dishes, Marshall
makes sure it gets done right. He also has the ability to encour-
age conversation, a skill that comes in very handy for brain-
storming during social meetings. 

Secretary: Andre Pham, first webmaster ever. Andre’s atten-
dance at house meetings over the past year and a half has
been second to none. Combined with the fact that he actually
has experience working in a mailroom, he was the perfect
choice for secretary. 

Sergeant-at-Arms: Michael-John Magavern Combs, a.k.a.
Glop, former pledge educator. Glop is like a combination
between the starting all-star point guard and the proverbial
sixth man; he combines the best of both into one package. He
also happens to care more about this fraternity then anyone I’ve
ever met, from International President Jidge Verity on down.

I can’t wait to start the new year with these guys.

Rob Waskis ’05
2004 Chapter President

CChhaapptteerr PPrreessiiddeennttss�� RReeppoorrttss

Delts in the Big Apple.

Rob Waskis
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Delts Keep Busy
Social Calendar

Delt’s social calendar this year has been filled with BYOB
parties and rent-outs. BYOB parties give us an opportu-
nity to throw more personal parties that highlight the

good qualities of the brotherhood, while staying in the good
graces of both Cornell and National (a hard task in this day
and age). The best part about these events is that we all have
a great time, and all the guests go home happy, if they go
home at all. 

Rent-outs let us have our cake and eat it too. The beauty of
a rent-out is that it fills an otherwise dead weekend with a
party that packs the rec room and has our name all over it. Bet-
ter yet, the only thing we have to do for these parties is collect a
check. Who can argue with getting paid for free publicity? 

All in all, we couldn’t be more pleased with Delt’s social sit-
uation. Looking ahead, in a few weeks we will have our annu-
al winter crush party, which is always a favorite. We also have
mixers with Sigma Delta Tau and Alpha Omicron Pi on the
horizon. With events like these, we are a hard place on cam-
pus to beat.

Chris Litvin ’05
Social Chair

Brothers Rediscover
The Pleasure Of Cards

Traditional Delt activities, including foosball, pool, watch-
ing TV, and boisterous dinners, are in full swing, along
with some organized movie nights and NFL football

games that leave some overjoyed and others in tears. How-
ever, some new and, dare I say, groundbreaking activities
have drawn us together once more to yell, scream, and curse
at one another with no avail. That’s right, I’m talking about
cards. 

In past years, a game of poker would spring up now and
again, causing brothers to run to their rooms in search of
spare change or mom and dad’s laundry money to gamble
away frivolously. I am happy to say we have upped the
stakes, jumping to 25-cent minimum antes and no-limit Texas
hold ’em. Pot sizes have even reached mammoth
heights of the $20 range on some heated hands
or on an uncalled bluff. Some of the brothers
have even passed up betting pocket change and
put their reputation and pride on the line in
games of no-holds-barred euchre. Nothing
brings a man down from his high horse as quick-
ly as the drop of two bowers and an ace of
trump. Several brothers started the semester
having no knowledge of the game and now are
experts in the art of “going alone.” 

If you plan on stopping by to visit, bring a few
rolls of quarters or your “short suit,” and be pre-
pared to be fangoriously devoured by yours truly.

Brian Viele ’04
Brotherhood Chair

Sign Up To Use The
CU Alumni Directory

The Cornell Alumni Directory is a great resource for all
alums and is a useful tool in tracking down folks you may
have lost contact with. I encourage you to sign up if you

haven’t already at https://directory.alumni.cornell.edu/
index.asp. If you are a first-time user, click on the “first-time
user” link to register. If you don’t have a registration number,
you can get it quickly over the phone by calling alumni services
at 607/255-2390. Mary at that office is very helpful.

Josh Brown ’99
Beta Omicron Listserve Administrator

To sign up for the
Beta Omicron listserve

(http://www.cit.cornell.edu/
computer/email/using-lists/

joining.html#sub),
send a plain text e-mail from the

address you want to be
subscribed under

To: listproc@cornell.edu
Subject: <Leave Blank>

Body: subscribe dtdalumni-L
John Doe ‘99

where the ‘99 is your specific class year.
You should then receive a welcome

e-mail from the server in a couple of
minutes. Questions? Contact Joshua

Brown ‘99 at browntown@runbox.com.

Social Chair Chris Litvin ’05 (right) teaching Greg Hwang ‘04 to
dress with the times.

Matthew “Trigger” Schultz ‘05
and Melissa
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(continued on page six)
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Retired from Boeing, ALEXANDER H. LUEDICKE JR. ’40
makes his home at 733 Fifth Place, Sequim, WA 98382.

Please note this new address for ROY TUNISON ’42: P.O.
Box 2220, Bradenton, FL 34208.

PHILIP R. McGINNIS ’43 writes, “I came to Cornell to
watch the Big Red beat Union in the final hockey game of the
regular season and to visit my grandson, Sean Burke, a mem-
ber of Sigma Pi. Glad to hear that the chapter is actively grow-
ing in numbers and overall position on campus. Keep up the
good work.” Phil’s address is 1000 Baylor Dr., Newark, DE
19711.

Retiree DANIEL D. MICKEY JR. ’45 reports that he has
“five children scattered around the country, three cats, and a
girlfriend.” Drop him a line at 4217 Edgewood Lane, Owens-
boro, KY 42303 or at dmickey@mindspring.com.

“I entered Cornell in the fall of 1941 and pledged Delta Tau
Delta,” writes GEORGE BANCROFT ’51 (University of Con-
necticut). “Left Cornell in January 1942 to join Army Air Corps
in Texas. Landed in North Africa in December 1942 as a sec-
ond lieutenant and flew 50 combat missions in a P-38 and
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. Returned to Cor-
nell in 1946 with wife and new baby to live in ‘Vetsburg.’ Left
for Connecticut family farm after two years to finish education
at the University of Connecticut.” Now retired, GB resides at
1985 John Fitch Blvd., East Windsor Hill, CT 06028.

Stay in touch with JOHN H. HOLLANDS ’51 at 79 Edge-
wood Rd., Allendale, NJ 07401.

ROBERT M. DILATUSH III ’53 resides at 51 Scotts Corner
Rd., Cranbury, NJ 08512.

Send PETER VANDENBERG ’58 e-mail at pandssrvhm@
aol.com and “snail mail” at 11231 View Lane, Corona, CA
92883.

PETER McAFEE ’67 is still working for the U.S. Treasury
Department as a customs officer on the Canadian border—
“the ‘oldest fart’ on the staff. I’ll be retiring soon and moving to
my chalet in Lake Placid, New York. My business on the side (of
30 years), Le Brandywine Shoppe, is a retail wine and liquor
store.” We were sorry to learn that Peter’s wife, JoAnne,
passed away suddenly in January 2000. Drop him a line at
15028 Valley Dr., Clayton, NY 13624.

Write to ROBERT W. PERSONS III ’73 at rpersons@
rcn.com or at 2396 Commonwealth Ave., Auburndale, MA
02466.

GARY HESS ’74 writes, “After selling off most of the com-
pany I formerly ran as president/CEO, I fired myself (actually
kicked myself up to the board level exclusively) and took some
time off. I recently became a struggling entrepreneur by start-
ing Pocket Guides Publishing, Inc. We publish 28 different
waterproof, dirt-proof pocket-sized books printed on plastic,

spiral-bound sheets that are index-tabbed. They
are on a range of primarily outdoor activities,
intended for ‘field’ how-to use.” Gary adds that
he recently got together with JIM POLOSKE ’74
and ROB TOAZ ’74 in San Francisco.

JOSEPH F. DOHERTY ’76 writes, “Several
members of the Delt class of ’76 (a.k.a. ‘the gold-
en year’) have joined an e-mail ring resulting in
many spirited exchanges among the brothers.
Those wishing to join the fun should notify MIKE
‘Demaniac’ DOMINIAK ’76 [address below] 
to get hooked up.” Our address for Joe is 116
Ramsey Pl., Albany, NY 12209; doherty1@
nycap.rr.com.

When he wrote in April, MICHAEL A.
DOMINIAK ’76 was looking forward to working
with BRIAN VIELE ’04, who was going to spend
the summer at Harris Corporation in Rochester,
New York. Mike has been at Harris for 27 years
and still enjoys electrical engineering. He can be

Delts and families at the Cornell/Princeton tailgate on November 1, 2003.
Adults (left to right): John McCarthy, Laura McWade-Paez, Carl Neff, Alan

Paez, John Garbarino, Himanshu Goodluck, Alicia Brennan-Lis, Susan
Palphreyman, Robert Lis, John Palphreyman, Laline Carvalho-Neff. Children
(left to right): Alexandra McCarthy, Aidan McCarthy, Sarah Paez, Taylor Lis,

Evan Paez (in daddy’s arms), Anna Paez, Devon Lis, Kerry-Anne Palphreyman,
and Kevin Palphreyman (holding football).
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reached at 19 Southgate Trail, Fairport, NY 14450; mad57@
cornell.edu.

JEFFREY H. STAM ’76 is the president and CEO of Superior
Tube Company in Collegeville, Pennsylvania. Contact Jeff at
jeffstam76@aol.com or at 169 Gulph Lane, Gulph Mills, PA
19428.

Stay in touch with BYRON BROWN ’81 at 340 Pheasant
Run Place, Findlay, OH 45840 (bbrown8293@aol.com).

RICHARD D. C. SCHRADE JR. ’82, who lives at 609 Red-
bud Lane, Stockbridge, GA 30281, reports that MICHAEL
LACETTI ’82 is alive and well and living in the Bronx.

“I’ve just retired after 20 years in the Navy and four long
years in the Pentagon,” writes ROBERT R. HOOKS ’83 (3611
Kirkwood Dr., Fairfax, VA 22031; rrhooks@att.net). “Don’t know
yet what will follow, but I’m staying in Fairfax for good. Hope-
fully now I’ll have time to catch up on old friendships.” Bob’s
address is 3611 Kirkwood Dr., Fairfax, VA 22031;
rrhooks@att.net.

Kudos to ANDREW D. MARKIEWITZ ’85 on being made
partner at Hand Surgery Specialists in Cincinnati. Andy lives at
5436 E. Galbraith Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236.

“Just a quick missive from behind enemy lines,” writes
JAMES S. SCHNEIDER ’87 (26 Rue du Parc de Clagny, 78000
Versailles, FRANCE). “I’ve been in France for a few months
now, working near Paris and living in Versailles (but regret-
tably not in Louis XIV’s old place). I’m with the GE biz that leas-
es out medical equipment that GE and competitors like
Siemens and Toshiba make in/for sale into Europe. E-mail me
at jss73@cornell.edu—especially if you’re interested in buying
a nice five-bedroom house near Rochester!”

ERIC R. PALEY ’90 is pleased to announce the birth of his
daughter, Hannah Elizabeth, on July 2, 2003. Eric’s address
is 606 Claybourne Rd., Rochester, NY 14618; epaley@
hodgsonruss.com.

Congratulations to MICHAEL L. GIBBS ’92 on his marriage
to Jennifer Zinsmeyer in August. On hand for the festivities
were GLEN FINEMAN ’92 and BERNIE SOCHIA ’92. Send
best wishes to the newlyweds at 4038 Pawnee Dr., Liverpool,
NY 13090.

JOHN R. HAZELTON ’93 wrote in April that he was about
to marry Shannon McCleskey in Lubbock, Texas. “We will
reside in the Myrtle Beach area following the wedding. I am

(continued from page five)

CHAPTER ETERNAL

We regret to report the death of the following alumni:

STERLING B. BLAKEMAN ’42, March 8, 2003

ROBERT V. CELETTE ’34, July 5, 2003

EDWARD F. SPRAGUE ’65, April 6, 2003

B. EVERETT WESTA ’58

HAROLD C. YOST ’46, Summer 2003

AAAAlllluuuummmmnnnniiii WWWWrrrriiiitttteeee
DDeellttaa TTaauu DDeellttaa

enjoying practicing ophthalmology with Carolinas Centers for
Sight as the group’s glaucoma specialist.” Write to John at
3050 Court St., Murrells Inlet, SC 29576.

A trial attorney with the U.S. Department of Justice, SADA-
SIVAM MANICKAM ’93 resides at 1456 N. Quinn St., Arling-
ton, VA 22207. He reports that CHRIS THOMPSON ’93 mar-
ried Andrea Hacker in Joplin, Missouri, in June 2002: “ERIC
CARLSON ’93 served as best man, and JOHN HAZELTON
’93, SCOTT RICE ’90, and I were in attendance. Chris man-
aged to complete 13 holes on the golf course before his wed-
ding ceremony—an impressive accomplishment!” Sada adds
that SCOTT BEHSON ’94 and his sweetheart, Amy, became
engaged last fall (and will be married by the time this news-
letter goes to press). E-mail reaches Sada at sadamanickam@
yahoo.com.

CHARLES M. “Chip” ROUSSEY ’93 and his wife, Patricia,
have moved from Philadelphia to New York City. Metro Delts
can look them up in the West Village at 668 Greenwich St.,
Apt. 709, New York, NY 10014.

STEPHEN J. HEINZELMAN ’95 and his wife, Wendi, wel-
comed a son, Nathaniel David, on April 3, 2003. Send best
wishes to the Heinzelman family at 21 Farm Field Lane, Pitts-
ford, NY 14534 (sheinzel@yahoo.com).

Congratulations to CHRISTOPHER OLSON ’97 on the
birth of a daughter, Kirsten Alana, on July 24. The Olsons live
at 360 Nayatt Rd., Barrington, RI 02808.

DONOVAN RIVERA ’97 has a new address: COMSIXTHFLT,
Unit 50148, FPO-AE 09501-6002 (donorup@yahoo.com).

BRIAN CARLSON ’98 lives in England, where he works for
KPMG. His address is 40 Wade House, Dickens Estate, London
SE1 2DJ, U.K.; bsc4@cornell.edu.

Please note this new address for BRIAN TONG ’01: 845
Second Ave., Apt. 2A, New York, NY 10017.


