
Since my freshman year, Beta Omicron has 
been constantly growing in all facets of its opera-
tions. It is our commitment to excellence that 
has kept us on campus for more than a century. 
However, lately, our chapter has been making even 
larger strides. The increased sense of brotherhood, 
camaraderie, and happiness throughout the house 
has led to many great achievements.

I need not brag about our tight-knit brotherhood 
or the cleanliness of our home away from home. My 
officers continue to impress me on a daily basis with 
their actions and attitude toward maintaining and 
improving our beloved Shelter. I also do not need to 
address the awards we received from the national fra-
ternity for Outstanding Road Program, Philanthropy, 
and Highest GPA in the Eastern Division. Lastly, I will 
not even write of our dedication in rising to the chal-
lenge of completely revamping our Rush; recruiting 
and initiating 15 strong Cornellians who we now 
too call our brothers. Thanks to the hard work of 
the previous executive board during Rush Week led 
by President Luis Gamero ’13 and Rush Chairman 
Cameron Armstrong ’13, we now have a total of 51 
active members.

With the addition of a second-retired Hugh 
Shields flag last year, it became a priority to find a 
way to display these two awards proudly for all to 
see. I am happy to announce that the project was 
realized thanks to the help of House Corporation 
Vice President Graham Seward ’07 and his parents. 
The two custom, wooden flag cases are now regally 
fixed on the wall of our chapter room, right above 
the fireplace. I invite anyone to come see the flags, 
our awards, and everything else our Shelter has to 
offer. In fact, our house managers continually work 
to find projects to improve the house in some way. 

Our house manager, Evan Chen ’14, is currently 
working to have curtains tastefully placed in our 
downstairs common areas, which will not only add 
to the décor, but will also provide much-needed 
insulation during the winter months.

Finally, I would like to thank the seniors for all 
of their contributions throughout their time here. 
We wish them the best of luck in all their places of 
employment or continued studies, from Facebook to 
Microsoft, or in the case of Radhya Adityavarman ’13, 
the Harvard Graduate School of Design. Many broth-
ers have given much to the fraternity, and it has evi-
dently paid off in a big way. Beta Omicron continues 
to grow and remain a vital entity on this vast campus 
and, personally, I cannot wait to see everything the 
future holds for our chapter.

Renato Amez ’14
President
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Beta Omicron Striving for Excellence

Brothers enjoy a relaxing dinner together.
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Delt Rush Was a Strong Success,  
And Remains a High Priority

This past Rush Week was one of the 
most successful we have had in recent 
memory as we had 16 freshmen recruits 
sign bids, 15 of whom became broth-
ers. At the beginning of the school year, 
we made recruitment a top priority for 
the chapter, and the brotherhood did 
not disappoint. Even with Cornell’s new 
recruitment policies, we were able to 
legally meet first-year students via orien-
tation programs, clubs, and classes. After 
fall break, we were finally able to bring 
these recruits to the house to meet the 
entire brotherhood. We received nine 
verbal commitments to join the house 
before Rush Week. The brotherhood 
entered Rush Week with a positive atti-
tude knowing we had so many commits, 
and succeeded in getting seven more 
people to sign bids.

Among these new members we have 
a legacy (the brother of Richard Salvagno 
’13), a sprint football player, a student 

assembly member, and other great qual-
ity men involved all around campus.

Notwithstanding the large pledge 
class, Rush remains a high priority for the 
chapter. We are still under the campus 
average for fraternities in total member-
ship, and we understand the benefits of 
having a larger brotherhood. We are now 
in the process of recruiting for the fall. To 
get a good yield for the fall, we are hav-
ing weekly Rush meetings to brainstorm 
brotherhood/social events on the week-
ends to get recruits down to the house 
to meet the brothers. During orientation 
week of next year, we will further recruit 
by having brothers become orientation 
leaders and get involved in other pro-
grams to acquaint students with Cornell. 
This will allow us to get a large fall 
pledge class and hopefully large future 
pledge classes also.

Jeff Rossi ’15
Rush Chair

Delts Achieve 
Academic 
Excellence

The Beta 
Omicron Chapter 
of Delta Tau Delta 
continues to strive 
and achieve aca-
demic excellence 
in our division, as 
well as nationally. 

This year, we received the award 
for having the highest GPA in the 
Eastern Division. Our academics go 
far beyond the classroom; it now 
includes career development, which 
includes resume workshops, career 
advice, as well as etiquette dinners. 
Our academic excellence is partially 
due to the university that we attend. 
We come to Cornell for its academ-
ic excellence and career prospects, 
which is reflected in the grade point 
average of the house.

Our house GPA this past semester 
is a 3.3, which represents not only 
one of the highest GPAs nationally 
but also on our campus. Our bian-
nual faculty dinner is already being 
organized for mid-April in an attempt 
for the brothers to get to know their 
instructors and make lifetime connec-
tions that can help shape their career 
post-college. 

Every year, our director of aca-
demic affairs pushes to add some-
thing new to this position. I will be 
reinforcing our academic resources 
available, as well as creating a pro-
gram that will help those brothers 
who are underperforming to excel 
academically. Our chapter takes an 
enormous sense of pride in our aca-
demic success. 

Hernan Hernandez ’14
Director of Academic Affairs

New members Garrison Lovely ’16, Luke Zabinski ’16, Colton Siegmund ’16,  
Phil Fargo ’16, Mike Alter ’16, John Salvagno ’16, Yiyang Yang ’16, Will Kinney ’16,  

Nick Milner ’16, Wyatt Piazza ’16, Andy Wolfers ’16, Joaquin Alzola ’16, Josh Robbins ’16,  
and Danny Trevino ’16 sing to the brotherhood.

REUNION
WEEKEND 20

13 Join us for a barbecue at the Shelter on  
Saturday, June 8, at 4:30 p.m.
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It has been a great pleasure for me this 
year to take the reins of one of the most 
important positions in any fraternity. Service 
is wealth that no individual is capable of run-
ning out of and its wealth to which every Delt 
at Beta Omicron has been an heir. 

The year began with our philanthropy 
efforts stronger than ever. Moe’s Southwest 
Grill in Ithaca donates proceeds from the sale 
of a meal to the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF), our national philanthro-
py. With that, we made it an effort to go 
every Friday and eat there as a brotherhood 
while contributing to JDRF. In addition, Beta 
Omicron has decided to knock two birds 
with one stone with can recycling as we 
combine sustainability and charity by donat-
ing the cash collected from cans and giving 

it to JDRF. This initiative has brought in more 
than $80 with funds continually increasing. 

Relay for Life came around earlier this 
year in late February and turned out to be 
a great success. The goal was set at $200 to 
be raised and by the end of the event we 
had made a total of $220, surpassing our 
goal. The biggest contribution came from 
our new members of the 2013 spring pledge 
class. Furthermore, many of our brothers 
over the age of 21 attended an event at 
the Level B bar in Collegetown and spent a 
combined amount of $140, which proceeds 
were donated to the Haiti Relief Fund. This 
simply shows how brothers can have fun 
but still keep the act of charity in their hearts. 
And, of course, our relationship with Enfield 
Elementary School remains strong as we 

continue to volunteer and tend to the amaz-
ing group of children we work with there. 

The brothers of Beta Omicron have 
started the philanthropy year strong and 
intend to keep the ball rolling. With many 
more events planned and more opportuni-
ties to serve, the brothers stand ready to 
devote their time to making our communi-
ty a better place. As a hotel administration 
student there is a quote by E. M. Statler 
that we abide by and plan to incorporate 
into our philanthropy efforts: “Life is ser-
vice—the man who progresses is the one 
who gives his fellow men a little more—a 
little better service.”

Jose Gonzalez ’14
Philanthropy

Delta Tau Delta Redefines the Meaning of Service

The Beta Omicron Chapter is known 
for being one of various talents but, as this 
semester has shown, it is also one of much 
athletic talent. This spring intramural sea-
son, the brothers participated in basketball 
and bowling. In basketball, we had a great 
number of brothers play skillfully, sprouting 
wins over fraternities like Alpha Phi Delta. 
The league proved to be one of the most 
challenging, but still our brothers went out 
and gave it 110 percent, never letting the 
scoreboard set the standard for their level of 
play. Although we did not take the title, we 
took the pride of playing alongside a close-
knit team of brothers and new members. 

Meanwhile, the bowling group  

composed of Jeffrey Alfano, Jordan Spitzer, 
Phil Fargo, Joaquin Alzola, Eric Stucker, 
Simon Greenberg, and Alex Nestle, showed 
no mercy as they went undefeated in 
the regular season with a 5-0 record. The 
league was also a tough one but that did 
not stop our brothers from beating teams 
like Kappa Sig and Delta Upsilon ... twice! 
Although our brothers eventually came in 
second place, they felt like even bigger 
champions than those who won first. “We 
did the best we could. We gave it 110 per-
cent. In the end, we won the game of broth-
erhood,” said Jordan Spitzer. With Jordan 
and Jeffrey being our veteran graduating 
brothers, they felt the need to leave behind 

words of wisdom for those younger bowlers 
who will eventually succeed them. “Have 
fun with it, don’t be nervous and scared. Do 
it for the fun!” As the fall season rolls in, I, as 
athletics chairman, have great hopes for our 
remaining talented members. With soccer 
and flag football just around the corner, we 
will be forming teams and having brother-
hood practices to ensure we take home 
the titles in fall 2013. Regardless of the 
outcome, I will constantly remind my broth-
ers that defeat is only bitter if you swallow 
it. Otherwise, we will always be champions.

Jose Gonzalez ’14
Athletics

Brotherhood: The Real Victory

Alex Fortgang ’14 teaches a road event on car maintenance to Matthew 
Truesdail ’13, Mike Alter ’16, and Jeff Rossi ’15.

Jordan Spitzer ’13 and Jeff Alfano ’13 display  
their bowling championship T-shirts.
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Edward J. Trethaway ’49
November 9, 2012

Robert Boehlecke Jr. ’60
December 31, 2012

Craig Stead ’66
January 15, 2013

Michael H. Cole ’69
April 9, 2013

deCeASed

Brian A. Boehlecke ’66 wrote, “We had a great 
reunion of brothers from the 1960s in June 2011 at 
my cousin, Robert Boehlecke’s (’60) house. Robert 
died this past December from complications after 
surgery for cancer. Ed Fielder ’69 is organizing a 
reunion at the Shelter on the weekend of October 
12, to try to carry on with it. I encourage brothers 
from that era to attend. Ed will be sending out 
information later this year.” Write to 608 Churchill 
Dr., Chapel Hill, NC 27517 if you’re interested in 
attending the 1960s reunion.

“Since graduation, a number of Delts in the Northeast 
have stayed in close contact,” reports Normand 
LaMarche ’69. “This last President’s Day, the group 
of Mike Cole ’69, Bill Cochran ’70, Mike Johnson 
’70, Chuck Sherwood ’69, Mike Makes ’70, and I 
held our 40th annual mid-winter party at Mike Cole’s 
house. Only a few days later, we learned that Mike 
Cole was diagnosed with the incurable Creutzfeldt–
Jakob Disease. On April 10, he passed away. Services 
were held for him on the weekend of April 13-14. 
Waiting time in line Saturday at the funeral home 
exceeded two hours, and on Sunday, hundreds filled 
the Nauset High School auditorium to honor Mike for 
a ‘Life Truly Well Lived.’” Reconnect with Normand 
by writing to 675 Salvia Ln., Schenectady, NY 12303.

Richard D.C. Schrade Jr. ’82 wrote to report that 
Michael Laccetti ’82 is alive and well, living in the 
Bronx! Stay in touch with Richard at schraderdc@aol.
com; or with Michael by writing to 1969 Pilgrim Ave., 
Bronx, NY 10461. 

Alan G. Paez ’88 writes, “My eldest daughter, 
Sarah, will be starting her freshman year at Cornell 
this coming fall. Sarah was accepted, early decision, 
to the College of Arts and Sciences in the class of 
2017. She and I visited Ithaca over Homecoming 
Weekend in September, enjoyed Cornell’s win over 
Yale, and met Jason Saltsberg ’94 and several 
of the actives. I made sure to bring Sarah by the 
Delt Shelter so she would know where NOT to go 
(karma is a funny thing). On a separate note, it was 
great to see Carl Neff ’89, Himanshu Goodluck 
’89, and Bob Lis ’89, along with their families, 

at the annual Cornell-Princeton hockey game in 
November. If any Delts are passing through the 
D.C. area, please look me up in Alexandria, Virginia. 
I am a U.S. administrative law judge, which takes 
me around the country from time to time to adju-
dicate cases, so I also hope to catch up with fellow 
Delts on my travels.” (227 Adams Ave., Alexandria, 
VA 22301; agp1776@yahoo.com)

Sonny Sonnenstein ’90 and his wife, Diane, have 
relocated to Portland for his new position as EVP 
and chief financial officer of Umpqua Bank. Get in 
touch with them via their new address, 1333 SE 
Spokane St., Portland, OR 97202 or by email at 
sonny_sonnenstein@hotmail.com.

Peter Weinert ’00 is still in D.C., where he and his 
wife, Stephanie, are expecting their third boy! Pete 
will be transitioning to Bank of America in Charlotte 
for the summer (leaving government service). Send 
congratulations to 9775 Tombreck Ct., Bristow, VA 
20136; peter_weinert@hotmail.com.

“I now play for Major League Ultimate (the profes-
sional Ultimate Frisbee league founded this year) 
on the Washington, D.C., team, the DC Current,” 
reports Daniel Kantor ’08. “I’m one of the captains 
of the team, and we have games in D.C., Philly, 
New York, and one in Boston (yes, it is a family-
friendly event). If you want to learn more, here are 
some links: league (http://mlultimate.com), team 
(http://washingtondc.current.mlultimate.com), 
articles mentioning me (http://washingtondc.cur-
rent.mlultimate.com/2013/03/20/the-truck-stops-
in-dc/, http://washingtondc.current.mlultimate.
com/2013/02/15/dc-current-full-field-tryout-
recap/), some interviews and video as well and yes, 
if you look hard enough, I have one-on-one inter-
views (www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAs0dZvifLQ, 
http://youtu.be/HdR6MykpkYM). If you want any-
more information about it, please feel free to ask 
me. I’m going to set up a Facebook invite when 
our game in New York City gets closer to try and 
get a Delt contingent together.” Catch up with 
Daniel at 301 N. Irving St., Arlington, VA 22201;  
danielkantor4@gmail.com.

The CordelT
is published by the Beta 
Omicron Chapter of Delta  
Tau Delta at Cornell for its 
members and friends. Send 
news to Alumni Records  
Office, Beta Omicron Chapter  
of Delta Tau Delta, P.O. Box 
876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876. 

SUBSCrIBe To 
oUr e-lIST
We send periodic updates 
via email to alumni about 
upcoming events and 
other items of interest 
related to the chapter. To 
join, modify, or remove 
yourself from the Delt 
alumni email list, send 
your request to Joshua 
Brown ’99 at jhbrown9@
gmail.com, making sure to 
include: the action to be 
taken, your first and last 
names, graduation year, 
and email address. 

As our brotherhood continues to grow stronger, 
we have all taken greater pride in keeping our Shelter 
clean. The floors have been polished, the carpets have 
been deep-cleaned, and general clutter has been 
greatly reduced. Each brother has taken the lead in 
cleaning up after himself, and it all shows.

In addition, there have been many improve-
ments made to our Shelter. After encountering 
some supply issues with our bath towels and tis-
sues, a new supplier has been found. New soap 
dispensers and easier-to-use towel dispensers have 
also been installed throughout the house. Indoor 

lighting has improved, and all outdoor lighting is 
now fully functional, allowing light to shine proudly 
on our letters in front and for us to use the patio out 
back at night.

Finally, we are in the process of having heavy-
duty and inherently flame retardant draperies installed 
in the downstairs common areas. This will offer us 
privacy and much-needed insulation during the win-
ter months, where we lose a lot of heat through our 
single-pane windows.

Evan Chen ’14
House Manager

Brothers Constantly Update Shelter


