
Beta Omicron is off to a great start this spring, 
beginning the semester by receiving the Hugh Shields 
award. We have been continuing our upswing on 
campus with hard work and zeal. Our brothers have 
high expectations for the coming year, and we will 
continue to improve where we can.

The hard work of the chapter during the past 
year paid off at the Eastern Division Conference, 
where Beta Omicron won multiple awards includ-
ing the coveted Hugh Shields Award. This Hugh 
Shields Award marks Beta Omicron’s 10th time 
winning this prestigious honor, enabling the chapter 
to retire its second flag. In addition, we were also 
presented with the Court of Honor at the division 
conference. Beta Omicron was the only chapter in 
the Eastern Division to receive the Court of Honor or 
Hugh Shields awards. Other awards presented to us 
included recognition for 25 percent Chapter Growth 
and Excellence in Adopt-a-School program. Our pre-
vious President, Raghav Phadke ’12, was recognized 
as the outstanding president in the Eastern Division. 
We will strive to continue this path of excellence 
going into the new year, with the goal to achieve 
another Hugh Shields Award next year.

We are all very proud of these awards, and 
we encourage all alumni to come and see them 
displayed in the library. We are also planning to 
display our new Hugh Shields flag in a plexiglass 
display case. Our house manager, Renato Amez 
’14 is currently working with alumni to get this 
project underway.

The newly elected executive board has taken 
office and is looking to keep up the high level of 
organization the past board instituted. Our spring 
rush brought in nine pledges. While this number is 
enough to keep a stable brotherhood, we are striv-
ing for higher numbers in the fall pledge class, and 
another award next year for chapter growth. 

I would also like to recognize some of the 
outstanding members in our chapter for their 
accomplishments. Charles Moyes ’13 started a new 
company called Greekdex.com. It will be launched 
soon, and should take off quickly with its patented 
algorithm to connect Greek members throughout 
the country. Daniel Lee ’14 is the vice president of 

the Cornell Forensics Society—the largest speech 
and debate team on campus (with over 100 
members). Paul Chang ’14 is the vice president of 
finance for the international student board and a 
business co-leader for the CU-Air project team. Phil 
Shulman ’12 is the public relations chair for the ILR 
Student Government Association. Many brothers in 
the chapter are also being hired for internships and 
full-time positions at major companies including 
Microsoft, Cisco, and Amazon. For example, Renato 
Amez ’14 will be interning for Cisco Systems this 
summer in California, and Bryan Cuccioli ’14 will 
be interning for Google in Seattle. We also wish the 
best of luck to Steven Dacek ’12 as he attends MIT 
for graduate school.

I am pleased to let you all know that Beta 
Omicron at Cornell is going strong. We are 
becoming an ever-increasing influence on cam-
pus as we recruit more student leaders. The Delt 
experience is a positive one so far, and I would 
love to see alumni stop by the Shelter if you are in 
the Ithaca area. Please don’t hesitate to send me 
an email if you have any questions or comments 
at lag242@cornell.edu.

Luis Gamero ’13
President

Th
e 

C
o

r
d

el
T 

1

A Message from the Alumni President
First, on behalf of all of the alumni, I would like 

to congratulate the undergraduate chapter on their 
recent Hugh Shields Award presented at the Eastern 
Division Conference, along with several additional 
awards for outstanding chapter programs. The chap-
ter is carrying great momentum into 2012, and I 
look forward to seeing them continue to grow and 
develop their presence on campus.

As mentioned in the previous edition of The 

Cordelt, the house corporation reached out to 
Stewart Howe Alumni Service and Pennington & 
Company to solicit proposals for a financial feasibil-
ity study for the Beta Omicron Capital Campaign 
initiative. To this end, the house corporation finalized 
contract arrangements with Pennington & Co. and 
is actively engaged in the feasibility study process.  
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SPrING 2012

Hugh Shields Award Kicks Off  
the Spring Semester

Rich Salvagno ’13, Cameron Armstrong ’13, Eric 
Stucker ’13, Luis Gamero ’13, Jeff Alfano ’13, and 

Raghav Phadke ’12 at division proudly displaying the 
chapter’s second Hugh Shields flag.
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The Shelter is Stronger Than Ever
This year, the Shelter is stronger than 

ever. The fall semester saw a house full 
of new and old faces, and the brothers 
worked very hard to ensure that every 
room in the house would be prepared for 
the year to come. This year, we renovated 
our recreation room with new furniture 
and entertainment for the whole brother-
hood to enjoy. During the calm afternoons, 
one can now look downstairs and see 
the brothers of Delta Tau Delta relaxing 
and watching movies on the new sound 
and video entertainment systems that the 
brothers installed themselves.

Earlier in the fall, a large number of 
alumni came back for Alumni Improvement 
Weekend, during which the main focus 
was the renovation of the weight room. 
Everyone worked to put up new walls, 
paint, and install the new equipment. The 
weekend was a great success, and the 
brothers are taking full advantage of the 
renovated space.

We hope to see greater improvement 
in the coming year, along with planning for 
the capital improvement campaign.

Renato Amez ’14
Social Chair/House Manager

The new Delt gym, completed this past fall.

This year, Beta Omicron has been taking 
a significant step forward in our philanthropic 
efforts. We have become more active in both 
the Cornell and Ithaca communities. Not only 
do we have multiple brothers who volunteer 
for EMS, but we also have a pledge who is a 
volunteer firefighter. 

Furthermore, we are continuing to nur-
ture our relationship with Enfield Elementary 
School (our adopted school). During the 
monthly PTA meetings, our brothers serve as 
mentors and strive to set good examples for 
the children. Although the national fraternity 
may be discontinuing its relationship with 
the Adopt-a-School program as our national 
philanthropy, we plan to continue to assist 
Enfield Elementary School during the coming 
years. Our brothers enjoy the time we spend 
there, and Enfield truly appreciates the ser-
vices we provide for them.

Looking ahead, we have many more 
events this year that we not only plan to 
participate in, but host as well. We plan to 
participate in Cornell’s Relay for Life and “Day 
of Demeter” in late April. We are also looking 
into co-sponsoring another event with Alpha 
Phi Alpha. Both Cornell and Ithaca provide us 
with many valuable services for which we are 
thankful. The best way to show our apprecia-
tion is to donate our time and efforts toward 
strengthening the community, while better-
ing ourselves and the Beta Omicron Chapter 
along the way.

Garrett Debs ’14
Philanthropy

Philanthropy Still 
Strong at Delt

Pennington & Co. was founded by a group 
of Delt alumni, and there are currently six 
Delts on their management team including 
several former chapter consultants.  As a 
result, they have a very close relationship 
with the International Fraternity’s central 
office and key staff, and a semi-personal 
stake in seeing Delt Chapters succeed. 

The feasibility study is designed to 
determine the scope, breadth, and abilities 
of the Beta Omicron alumni base to sup-
port a robust capital campaign in anticipa-
tion of a major Shelter renovation.  The out-
put of the study is a formal pre-campaign 
feasibility study report including:

• Recommendations for a campaign, if 
feasible, or, if not feasible, specific
recommendations to help position 
the chapter for a future campaign.

• Recommendations for a minimum 
campaign goal, with specific analysis 
of how the goal can be reached.

• Recommendations for a plan of 
action with a timetable for the cam-
paign; named gift opportunities and 

giving categories; suggested public 
relations; campaign organizational 
structure; and other strategies.

•  Recommendations regarding members 
to serve in the campaign leadership.

•  Summary

The study will take approximately five 
months and is expected to be completed 
by June 30, 2012. The expense is certainly 
not insignificant. However, the study is a 
step we must take, given the age, condi-
tion, and amenities of the Delt Shelter. 
We are fortunate to be able to undertake 
this study and subsequent capital cam-
paign in a proactive position versus a 
crisis-mode condition.

The results of the feasibility study 
will be used to determine the scope and 
execution strategy of the capital campaign 
initiative, leading up to a final recom-
mendation to be presented to the house 
corporation’s board of trustees at the 
September 22, 2012 Homecoming house 
corporation meeting.

Fraternally,
Scott Rice ’90

Message from the Alumni President

SAVe The dATe

Cornell Reunion 2012
June 7–10

Beta Omicron Delts are invited to join 
a backyard barbecue at the Shelter at 
4:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 9, 2012.

Karnea 2012
August 1–5

(Austin, Texas) Visit www.delts.org/
karnea for more information

Homecoming 2012
September 21–23
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Delta Tau Delta Fraternity 
is pleased to welcome Brenda 
Ocasio as our new chef. 
Originally from Arecibo, Puerto 
Rico, and having lived in New 
York City for most of her life, 
Brenda brings years of culinary 
experience and expertise to 
our fraternity. Her specialties 
includes Spanish and French 
cuisine, as well as “comfort food.” 
She now resides in Interlaken, New York, 
with her mother, son, and three dogs. In 
her spare time, Brenda enjoys watching TV, 

learning to play guitar, and baking. 
Since adding Brenda to the frater-
nity, we have saved an average of 
$3,600 per month on our meals 
and pantry items while increasing 
the quality of our food. In addition 
to better financial planning and 
healthier food options, Brenda is 
like a mother to many brothers in 
the fraternity and cares for them 

like her own children. 

Ryan Arsenault
Steward ’13
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It was another successful Rush Week 
for the active brotherhood. Some of you 
may have already heard about the New 
Recognition Policy for those who haven’t. 
Cornell has set an entirely new standard 
for the manner in which fraternities and 
sororities are permitted to contact fresh-
men throughout the school year. This 
past fall was the first semester under the 
policy, and it has hampered Greek life on 
the entire campus. Out of the approximate 
650 men who signed up for Rush Week, 
347 did not sign bids —an increase of 100 
over the previous year’s numbers.

Although we did not get the numbers 
we anticipated, we were able to bring 
in nine outstanding men for our spring 
pledge class, only two short of our mark 
the previous year. We also initiated four 
new brothers during the fall semester. 
Among the future Delts in our spring 
pledge class, we have two legacies (Chuck 

Rossi’s [’81] son and Alan Moses’s [’09] 
younger brother), a volunteer firefighter, a 
member of Cornell EMS, and a West Point 
transfer student.

Although pleased with the quality of 
our pledge class, we are always striving to 
increase chapter growth. We are now in 
the process of gathering a pool of potential 
new members for the fall 2012 Rush, and 
we have formed a “Rush think tank” that 
meets once a week to discuss this task. We 
hope that, between our committed broth-
erhood and the new ideas from national’s 
new track system presented at the Eastern 
Division Conference this year, we can con-
tinue our growth and bring in a large fall 
pledge class. I hope to be able to share 
good news with everyone at Homecoming 
and future events.

Cameron Armstrong ’13
Recruitment Chair 

Despite New Policy,  
Delt Rush Remains Strong

Upgrades to the Delt Kitchen

DTDs Continue to Shine in Academics
At the Beta Omicron Chapter of Delta 

Tau Delta, the achievement of great aca-
demic success is omnipresent. To this end, 
we are pleased to report that our house 
GPA for the fall semester was a 3.19, 
which represented one of the highest 
GPAs nationally. 

We are currently planning to hold 
our biannual Faculty Dinner in early April 
in order to continue to improve relations 

between our brotherhood and their profes-
sors. Establishing a rapport between students 
and faculty can help to improve not only our 
fraternity, but also our relationship with the 
university itself. In the years to come, we shall 
continue to build on the academic excellence 
displayed by our brotherhood this year.

Peter Stanley
Director of Academic Affairs ’12

Chef Brenda

Meet Our 
New Members

FAll 2011 PlEDgE ClASS

garrett Debs ’14
Flagstaff, Arizona
Bioengineering

Matthew Truesdail ’14
Candor, New York

ILR

Josh Kie ’14
Victoria, Australia

Biochemistry/molecular biology

Trevor Hendrickson ’14
New York, New York

Civil engineering

SPRINg 2012 PlEDgE ClASS

Alex Fortgang ’14
Dix Hills, New York

Bioengineering

Steven Moses ’15
Gouverneur, New York

Mechanical engineering

Jordan Spitzer ’14
Scarsdale, New York

Food science

Jose gonzalez ’14
Inglewood, California
Financial engineering

Hernan Hernandez ’14
Los Angeles, California
Hotel administration

Jeff Rossi ’15
Northborough, Massachusetts

Biology

Cory Brown ’14
Allen Park, Michigan

Applied engineering physics

Evan Chen ’14
New York, New York

Electrical and computer engineering

Shaliya Dehipawala ’14
Bellerose, New York

Math
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Milton J. Rice Jr. ’50
December 24, 2010

Keith A. Stewart ’57
October 5, 2010

gary l. Hess ’74
*notified March 2012

deCeASed

Warrington W. Skelly ’48 retired in 1992 after 40 
years as a life insurance broker. He and his wife, 
Dot, have been married for almost 64 years and 
have four children, nine grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren. They haven’t been traveling 
much except to 79 Whipple Hill Rd., Lyme, NH 
03768 for six months, each summer, which they 
have been doing for the past 20 years. They are 
both healthy—minus a few new joints over the 
years (six between the two of them). Warrington 
hasn’t been back to Cornell since his children 
graduated—his son Bob in 1972 and his daughter 
Sue in 1987. They have their fifth German shep-
herd (one at a time), who keeps them active. Let 
the Skellys know if you’re near-by. In Florida, they 
are just short of the Sanibel Island Causeway, and 
in New Hampshire, they are 10 miles north of 
Hanover and Dartmouth College. Reconnect with 
Warrington at 14631 Fair Haven Rd., Fort Myers, 
FL 33908; wwskelly@toast.net.

“I had the great pleasure of walking my daughter 
Chelsea down the aisle on December 29, 2011, 
in a beautiful wedding ceremony in Park City, 
Utah,” reports John Kendrick ’80. “Earlier in July, 
my wife, Emily, and I visited my former roommate 
and Delt president, John Wang ’80, and his wife, 
Grace, at their home in Taipei, Taiwan. Taipei is 
an amazing city, and John is an amazing host! 
John Wang’s contact information is 83 Xin An Rd., 
Shilin, Taipei, Taiwan 11149. Brothers can reach 
me at 5112 Scarsdale Rd., Bethesda, MD 20816; 
jbkendrick@aol.com.”

Allen Wong ’85 (above) had the honor of tour-
ing Andrews Air Force Base and Creech Air Force 
Base through a classmate’s family foundation to 
help raise civilian awareness and support for our 
men and women in the military. Send email to 
Allen at allen.wong25@gmail.com.

Steven J. getman ’86 has been named a part-time 
assistant county attorney for Schuyler County, New 
York. He continues to maintain his private practice 
with the Franklin & Gabriel law firm in Ovid, New 
York. Send congratulations to him at P.O. Box 333, 
Interlaken, NY 14847; sjg36@cornell.edu.

Angel Ramirez ’06 is living in Hoboken, New Jersey, 
with fellow Delts David Randell ’09 and Peter 
greczner ’10. They always welcome brothers into 
their humble “Hoboken Delt Annex.” Drop Angel a 
line at 77 Park Ave., Apt. 1205, Hoboken, NJ 07030; 
angel.r.ramirez@gmail.com.

The CordelT
is published by the Beta 
Omicron Chapter of Delta 
Tau Delta at Cornell 
University for its members 
and friends. Send news 
and photos to Alumni 
Records Office, Beta 
Omicron Chapter of Delta 
Tau Delta, P.O. Box 876, 
Ithaca, NY 14851-0876. 

SUBSCrIBe To 
oUr e-lIST
We send periodic 
updates via email to 
alumni about upcoming 
events and other items 
of interest related to the 
chapter. To join, modify, 
or remove yourself from 
the Delt alumni email 
list, send your request 
to Joshua Brown ’99 at 
jhbrown9@gmail.com, 
making sure to include: 
The action to be taken, 
your first and last name, 
graduation year, and 
email address. Top left: Former Undergraduate 

President Raghav Phadke ’12 interacts 
with alumni at Homecoming.

Top right: James Johnson ’89 (right) 
on his recent visit to NYC in March 
with Jason Saltsberg ’94, Robert 
Goldbaum ’89, Carl Neff ’89, John 
McCarthy ’89, and Bob Lis ’89.

Bottom right: Jeff Catalano ’09, Mabel 
Gailor, Graham Seward ’07, Justin 
Hedin ’10, Matthew Rosoff ’10, and 
Valerie Dvinov enjoy dinner and 
reuniting with old friends during 
Homecoming 2011.


