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Arch Chapter recognizes Beta Omicron
Brothers,

It is with great pleasure that I report an excel-
lent start to 2010 for our chapter here in Ithaca. At
the Eastern Division Conference held in mid-
February in Albany, New York, Beta Omicron
received the prestigious Court of Honor Award
from the Arch Chapter in recognition of overall
excellence in chapter programming for the past
year. Please offer congratulations to immediate
past undergraduate president, Michael Bonacum
’10, and his executive board, as well as to the
entire brotherhood, for the tireless work they have
put in to receive such acclaim.

Beta Omicron also received special recognition
in recruitment excellence, and we undergraduates
were able to build on this success from last year’s
efforts to recruit another outstanding pledge class.
Under the guidance of new member educator and
guide, Stephen Dacek ’12, the nine pledges have
evolved into a group of valuable brothers and have
seamlessly integrated themselves into the brother-
hood and its programming. We eagerly await what
these enthusiastic men have to give to the frater-
nity as they move up in their undergrad years.

We are also proud to have received an award
for Shelter maintenance and cleanliness for the
second consecutive year. While JP Blake ’10 and
Josh Mabry ’10, last year’s co-house managers,
have left large shoes to fill for their successor,
Jordan Edwards ’12, we are confident that Brother
Edwards—self-driven almost to a fault—will uphold
our commitment to our Shelter and continue to
improve it.

To this end, I would like to express the under-
graduates’ continued gratitude for the generous
contributions of alumni and the wholehearted
support of the House Corporation in our ongoing
capital campaign. With their help, we were able to
complete a major task of our house improvement
project over the winter recess: insulating the exte-
rior walls of the Shelter. With the newly insulated
walls, we expect to see significant savings in heat-
ing costs in the long term.

With our chapter continuing to climb to the top
ranks among all Delt chapters, now is the time for
us to focus on the smaller details of our program-
ming. We are fortunate to have an enthusiastic phi-
lanthropy chairman in Andrew Smith ’12, who is
now devoting his attention to adopting a local ele-
mentary school for our national “Adopt a School”
community service program. Internally, we are
ever-focused on academics, and our director of
academic affairs, Matt Scott ’12, is in the process of
compiling an extensive archive of past materials of
all active brothers.

We are reminded each day by words and
deeds of actives and alumni alike that we are
indeed a brotherhood. It is my honor to serve such
a cohesive group of friends I can call brothers as
president, and I look forward to reporting more
happy news in the coming semester.

Fraternally,
Young Hur ’11, President

From left to right: Stephen Dacek ’12, Michael
Bonacum ’10, Young Hur ’11, David Greczner ’12,
and Raghav Phadke ’12 pose with Beta Omicron’s

awards at the Division Conference.

State of academics at the Shelter
The brothers of Beta Omicron continue to strive

for academic excellence and moved up another four
spots in the all-fraternity ranking this past semester.

The long-overdue compilation of a notes library
has finally begun. This will help underclassmen ben-
efit from the knowledge of those who came before
them. To store this library, a couple of filing cabinets
are being added to the Shelter library, along with a
hard drive to store electronic documents. A collec-
tion of old textbooks is also being amassed to help
stem the ever-rising price of a Cornell education.

The Shelter plans to host a number of faculty
events this semester. While none will be of the same
scale as the fall semester’s faculty dinner (already in
the works for fall 2010), they should still help facili-
tate a stronger relationship between the undergrads
and their professors. There will be faculty discus-
sions on current events and social/ethical issues, as
well as some major specific discussions for the

house’s many engineers. Working with the Cornell
Learning Strategies Center, we hope to host semi-
nars on speed reading and time management to
help the brotherhood excel. In addition, the search
for the 2010 recipient of the Delta Tau Delta
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award has
begun. This will honor a professor who has inspired
his or her undergraduate students and who became
a professor to teach, not just to further his or her
own research interests.

The brothers of Beta Omicron are poised for
another strong semester academically. Our faculty
networking is better than ever, helping Delts excel
not only scholastically, but in the job search and pro-
fessional world as well.

Fraternally,
Matthew Scott ‘12

Director of Academic Affairs
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Chapter continues to grow through strong recruitment
Coming off one of the strongest recruit-

ment years in the recent history of Beta
Omicron, the chapter went into this year’s
recruitment process with high expectations
and confidence. Under the guidance
of outgoing Recruitment Chair
Young Hur ’11, the chapter was
able to rise to the challenge,
delivering an exceptional
group of new brothers.

The focus of recruitment for
the past year has been to
make connections with
potential new members year-
round. The strategy paid off, as
we started formal recruitment
with three committed fresh-
men and a large pool of contacts.
The effort we put into recruitment in
the fall helped to make rush week a lit-
tle easier, since it was nothing more than a
continuation of the recruitment mindset the
chapter had developed. Some highlights of
the week included an intense game of
broomball on Wednesday night, and an
equally fun and well-attended paintball trip to
Syracuse the following day. Founder’s Day

capped off the week, giving our recruits an
opportunity to meet several generations of
alumni and gain perspective on what it
means to be a Delt for life. Thanks to all of the
alumni who attended, especially Jason

Saltsberg ’94 and Mark McCarthy ’86.
The tremendous efforts put forth by
both actives and alumni enabled us
to sign nine new men this semester,
all of whom are proving themselves
to be valuable additions to the
house. This pledge class continues
to add to the diverse interests and
talents of Beta Omicron’s brother-
hood, including an ROTC scholar
who plays club ice hockey, and two
members of the debate team.
Following rush week, the chapter

was recognized for its efforts by national at
the Eastern Division Conference. Beta
Omicron received the award for Outstanding
Recruitment and Retention for 2009. Special
thanks to our most recent recruitment chairs,
Young Hur ’11 and Justin Hedin ’10, and to
Pledge Educator Peter Greczner ’09, for their
outstanding efforts.

While it is excellent to be celebrating
another successful rush week, we must
remember that, as always, we have much
work ahead of us. My goal is to continue to
grow the chapter over the course of the next
year and to further cement the idea that
recruitment is truly a full-time job for every
brother. We are already training our new

members on the importance and strategy of
recruitment, and we have begun to repopu-
late our contacts list with their friends and
neighbors for the fall. We are also exploring
ways to get in touch with next year’s fresh-
men as early as possible. To this end, we will
be offering a scholarship to outstanding fresh-
men beginning in August, so that we can
attract the best and brightest Cornell has to
offer to our outstanding brotherhood.

In closing, I have an appeal to all of you
reading this newsletter. We are one of the
most outstanding chapters, both on campus
and in the nation, that a man could join. We
are looking to add motivated, intelligent, hon-
orable men to our brotherhood, men who
can continue the current success for years to
come, men who want something more from
school than just an education, something
only a Delt can experience; men like your
sons and friends and neighbors. If you know
any man currently enrolled at Cornell or any
man coming here next year, please let me
know at mrb59@cornell.edu. We need your
help to find the future generations of Beta
Omicron. There is no greater gift you can give
to the fraternity than to refer the next out-
standing leader of this chapter, and there is
no greater gift you can give a Cornell fresh-
man than the opportunity to share the expe-
riences you had as a Delt.

Fraternally,
Michael Bonacum ‘10

To sign up for the Beta Omicron listserv (www.cit.cornell.edu/computer/email/
using-lists/joining.html#sub), send a plain text e-mail from the address you want to be
subscribed under to: listproc@cornell.edu. Leave the subject line blank, and in the body of
the e-mail, type “subscribe dtdalumni-L John Doe ’99,” where the ’99 is your specific class
year. You should then receive a welcome e-mail from the server in a couple of minutes.
Questions? Contact Joshua Brown ’99 at jhbrown9@gmail.com.

join our listserv

CORNELL REUNION
June 10-13, 2010
Backyard BBQ at the Shelter on June
12 at 4:30 p.m.

2010 CAPITAL KARNEA
August 4-8, 2010
At the Capital Hilton in Washington,
D.C. Please visit http://karnea.org for
more infomation.

HOMECOMING 2010
September 24-26, 2010
Make plans to watch Cornell tackle
Yale. More details as the event nears.

Shelter maintenance is a priority
2010 has been a fantastic year for the

Shelter at 104 Mary Ann Wood Drive. Thanks
to the investments made by the House
Corporation, the Shelter was well prepared
for the cold winters of Ithaca as a result of its
newly insulated walls! Everyone is warmer,
more comfortable, and heating costs have
decreased substantially.

The Shelter is moving in more ways than
one toward being a truly environmentally
conscious building. Our continually improv-
ing recycling efforts, newly installed high-
efficiency toilets, and use of eco-friendly

cleaning supplies have us on the forefront of
responsibility as well as sustainability.

The Shelter and grounds committee held
its first meeting recently and plans to move
forward with a series of small projects intend-
ed to freshen up the Shelter, both inside and
out. After the tremendous success of Alumni
Improvement Weekend, we are planning on
moving onward and upward and turning the
Shelter into a fantastic place to live, work,
and play.

Jordan Edwards ’12
House Manager
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Hamilton A. Miller ’48 writes, “I’m still mak-
ing wooden cars and helicopters for children
in hospitals and the women’s shelter. It is
nice to get up in the morning and have some-
thing to do to help others.” Catch up with
Hamy at 4300 Patton Dr., Longview, TX
75605.

“In 2010, Bette and I will be celebrating our
50th anniversary,” announces Brad Franklin
’61. “We met at a Delt party in 1957 (she was
a fraternity brother’s date.) We enjoy our
retirement by traveling around the U.S. and
Europe. Two of our children are Cornell grads,
and we have a grandson attending.” Send a
note to Brad at 1110 NW Greenleaf Rd.,
Portland, OR 97229; bradfranklin@live.com.

“I was saddened to read that Bill Wilson ’65
passed away in February 2009,” writes
Howard Brushci ’62. “Those graduating
around that time may not recollect that Bill
designed and fabricated the lighting system
for the cage of our house boa constrictor,
Conrad. I’m still into snakes. Below is a photo
of me with Patti Python (who currently
resides in Conrad’s cage) enjoying a fine
Bordeaux. (Interestingly, I find that Beverage
Management 252, taught at the hotel
school, has stood the test of time better
than most of the engineering courses I
took!) I retired from Westinghouse Electric
Corp. a few years ago from the position of
senior vice president and chief technology
officer. I spent my entire career at
Westinghouse in the nuclear energy indus-
try, and based on the plant designs I led, I
was recently elected to the National
Academy of Engineers. Marilyn and I still live
in Pittsburgh and are heavily engaged with
grandchildren, opera, and travel. We greatly
enjoyed a ‘mini-reunion’ with Pete McAfee
’67, Al Haberle ’62, and Jim Ramage ’62 at
Pete’s place in Lake Placid.” Find out more
from Howard at 230 Old Mill Rd., Pittsburgh,

PA 15238; bruschhj@westinghouse.com.

“After 13 years living in Singapore, we land-
ed in Tampa, Florida eight years ago,”
reports Joe Cangi ’64. “We live in a beautiful
golf course community, and I split my time
between golf and work. My wife, Ellen, is the
late bloomer and is enjoying a great career
as dean for academic affairs at Hillsborough
Community College and is writing a
book on Henry Flanger, one of the
founding fathers of the state of
Florida. Daughter Anne is living in
Massachusetts with husband Chris
and granddaughter Julia and is
working for GAO in Boston. My son,
Mike, is in St. Pete Beach working
and going to college. Paragon Pump
Co. is my own little venture that sells
pumps in North America, Latin
America, the Caribbean, Europe, and
the Middle East. I also have a joint
venture company in Singapore that
sells throughout Asia-Pacific. I visit
Singapore and China every year or
two to touch base with my partners
and suppliers in China. Best wishes
to my Delt brothers, and all are wel-
come to visit Tampa for a round of
golf.” Take Joe up on his offer at 18102
Courtney Breeze Dr., Tampa, FL 33647;
jwcangi@verizon.net.

Massoud Navidi ’68 is working for Lockheed
Martin. Get in touch with him at 20305 Canby
Ct., Gaithersburg, MD 20886; or by e-mail at
massoud_navidi@yahoo.com.

Richard Schrade ’82 reports from the
Appalachian Trail that Michael Laccetti ’82 is
alive and well, living in the Bronx. Write to
Rich at richard@schradelaw.com.

Stephen Shapiro ’86 has a new book coming
out this October called Personality Poker. It
will be published by Penguin’s Portfolio
imprint. Congratulate Steve at steve@
24-7innovation.com.

“My wife, Shannon, and I continue to enjoy
the great South Carolina weather,” reports
John Hazelton ’93. “Our son, Andrew, is
already two. My ophthalmology practice con-
tinues to thrive, and I have been working hard
on my golf game.” John can be reached at
4803 Saint Johns Place, Murrells Inlet, SC
29576; jrhazelton@yahoo.com.

Adam Kantor ’98 can now be reached at 2

Tudor Close, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 2PH,
United Kingdom, or by e-mail at
akantor001@yahoo.com.

Geoff Kornberg ’98writes that he and his wife,
Andrea, had a baby girl on December 27,
2008, named Julia Samantha Kornberg. She
now walks, is trying to talk, and loves pizza
and cookies, just like daddy. “Her big sister,

Maui, our three-year-old
golden retriever, loves to
lick all the food off Julia’s
face.” Congratulate the
Kornbergs at korngeo@
optonline.net.

Michael Sobieraj ‘00
writes that he has
matched into the ortho-
pedic surgery program at
NYU and will be moving
to New York City next
year. Congratulate Mike at
mcs24@case.edu.

Sankha Lahiri ’02 writes
that Dhilan Raj Lahiri was
born at 5:39 a.m. on
March 19 (Dragon Day!).

He was 6 lb. 12 oz. and 19½" long. Geeta
and baby are in good health, and big brother
Kieran is excited to have a little brother!
Congratulations can be sent to the Lahiris at
sankha.lahiri@gmail.com.

Matthew Schultz ’05 is now working for the
National Hockey League in New York City.
Contact Trigger at mts29cu@hotmail.com.

Yang Lu ’07 reports that after 2.5 years in San
Francisco, he has moved back east and is cur-
rently residing in Princeton, New Jersey. He
still works at Planisware but has switched
roles from consulting to sales. Yang’s new
address is 50 W. State St, Ste. 1004, Trenton,
NJ 08608.

Daniel Kantor ’08 recently moved to 850 N.
Randolph St., #518, Arlington, VA 22203.

DECEASED

We regret to report the death of:

Craig E. Tufts ’69
June 21, 2009

Our alumni send their news &Notes

Howard Bruschi ’62 shares a Bordeaux
with Patti Python.

Geoff Kornberg’s (’98)
daughter, Julia Samantha.



Brothers expand their philanthropy work
This semester, Beta Omicron is expanding its

already successful philanthropy program. As we
have done in years past, we are planning a large
event on campus to benefit the Children’s Tumor
Foundation. Some of the possibilities currently
being explored are a home-run derby, a bowling
tournament, a Collegetown food drive, and a tug
of war on one of the academic quads.

We are also continuing our involvement in
other, smaller philanthropic events on campus.
Brothers have already knitted sweaters and
wrapped gifts for less fortunate children in Ithaca,
and they plan to attend the Day of Demeter, dur-
ing which the entire Cornell Greek community

works together to beautify Ithaca’s parks and pub-
lic spaces.

In addition to taking part in the aforemen-
tioned events on campus, Beta Omicron brothers
are beginning to build a long-term relationship
with Enfield Elementary School in Ithaca. We have
been participating in a biweekly tutoring and
childcare program, and we plan to send volunteers
to other programs as they are needed. Ultimately,
we plan to adopt this school, bringing us one step
closer to the coveted Hugh Shields Award.

Andrew Smith ‘12
Philanthropy Chair

Below is an interview with Brother William Anderson ’89 that appeared in the winter 2010 issue of
The Rainbow. Reprinted with permission.


