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Beta Omicron Continues To Excel At Cornell

Brothers Remain Committed To Philanthropy

Greetings, brothers. After transitioning to new lead-
ership in January, the active members here at Cornell
have rededicated themselves to the fraternity and the
Shelter.

After a great fall semester, the active brothers
returned to Cornell ready to work hard and endure
the harsh, gray Ithaca winter. So far, the brothers at
Cornell have been excelling in both areas. We worked
tirelessly over rush week to increase our numbers at
the Shelter. Although, we fell short of our goal, the
active members of Beta Omicron have a better under-
standing of what steps need to be taken in order to be
a competitive house on the Cornell campus. Under
the leadership of our new recruitment chair, Justin
Hedin ’10, the chapter has been implementing many
new strategies to address this issue.

Shelter management has also improved greatly
under our new Shelter manager, Josh Mabry ’10. With
great organization and an iron fist, Josh has been
motivating the brotherhood to keep the Shelter clean
and looking great.

The leadership here at the Shelter has also been
doing an excellent job of keeping the house dedicat-
ed to the ideals and values of Delta Tau Delta. Ritual

education has been taking place at every chapter
meeting, and several improvements have been made
to the ritual equipment. The undergraduate members
have a great grasp of the ideals laid forth by our ritual
and have begun to show that understanding through
their actions at the Shelter and on campus.

Finally, the bond between our undergraduate
brothers here at Cornell remains strong and uplifting.
Whether, we are participating in planned events, such
as broomball or intramural sports, or just gathered
informally around the television or in a brother’s
room, it is clear that the actives understand what it
means to be a part of something bigger. The under-
graduate members are always looking for opportuni-
ties to help each other succeed in all aspects of col-
lege and fraternity life.

The Beta Omicron Chapter here at Cornell is sur-
viving and doing well. We always look forward to see-
ing alumni return to the Shelter and hope that all of
you will get a chance to stop by soon.

Fraternally,
Garret Moniz ’08

Undergraduate President

Beta Omicron continues to dedicate itself to bet-
tering the community and making a positive impact
on the lives of others. As such, the brothers are main-
taining a full slate of service activities.

The event that we are putting the most time and
effort into is our third annual Strike Out NF! Bowling
Tournament. The tournament, once again co-spon-
sored with the sisters of Kappa Delta, is scheduled for
April 27 at Helen Newman Lanes. Teams of two will
square off to support the Children’s Tumor
Foundation’s fight against neurofibromatosis.
Registration and donations are being accepted online,
and the brothers are fundraising furiously to reach our
goal of beating last year’s total. We hope to raise
$12,000 this year, and with the continued help of John
McCarthy ’89, Marshall Thomas ’06, and several other
alumni, we plan on exceeding that expectation.

In addition to the bowling, we will be holding a car
smash on Ho Plaza, which is a great way to get the
entire campus involved in our fundraising efforts. This
semester started with participation in the Charity

Brawl, a competition to donate rice through
freerice.com. We placed fourth in the competition,
and the brothers put a lot of energy into supporting a
good cause.

We are also planning on participating in Cornell’s
Relay for Life—an all-night event to benefit the
American Cancer Society. The relay is slated for March
29, and the brotherhood is grateful that it is able to
support such a worthy cause for the second consecu-
tive year.

Last semester we joined brothers from across the
country to support Bleed Purple, a foundation started
by Delts at University of San Diego. The brothers
donated the proceeds of our annual 5k to this worthy
cause, which is being supported by all the Delt chap-
ters as part of the sesquicentennial celebration. The
event was very successful despite the classic Ithaca
weather.

Michael Bonacum ’10
Philanthropy Chairman

Brothers and friends enjoy an evening skating at Lynah. From left: Jared Sharfin ’07;
James Kim ’08; Will Cohen ’09; and Matthew Rosoff ’10.



Delts Continue To
Excel Academically

The intellectual prowess of the brothers of
Beta Omicron remains a source of pride on
campus and a source of friendly rivalry among
brothers. Our combined GPA was a 3.3 this
past semester, which will likely enable us to
remain as one of the top-ranked campus
fraternities.

However, high grades only begin to show
the intellectual capabilities of the brothers.
Careful examination of Beta Omicron archives
and eyewitness testimony also reveals that
there are more self-proclaimed experts living
in the Shelter than at any point in our history.

Academic programming has broadened
this semester to include refurbishing the
library, planning a résumé/interview critique
session, and planning a faculty dinner.

Before rush week, great progress was
made in converting the house library from a

glorified closet to a place of study. However,
the project is far from complete. Alumni dona-
tions will play a crucial role in refurbishing the
library to better accommodate laptop use,
committee meetings, and group and individ-
ual study. Specifically, funds will go toward
new individual desks, another conference
table, more chairs, and new electrical outlets.

Our faculty adviser, Brother Mark McCarthy
’86, is actively involved in helping to plan both
the résumé/interview critique session and the

faculty dinner. The faculty dinner is scheduled
for later in the semester. Goodwill generated
from this event should advance our academic
rank on campus to even higher levels.

Any alumni interested in attending the fac-
ulty dinner or providing suggestions to refur-
bish the library should contact me at
jpb78@cornell.edu

JP Blake ’10
Director of Academic Affairs

Chapter Nets Small But Strong Spring Pledge Class
Coming off a strong fall rush, the broth-

ers of the Beta Omicron Chapter came
together and pulled off a great rush week.
Rush week 2008, designed and organized
by former Recruitment Chair Alec Shannon
’09, began with an exciting game of
Delta Tau Delta laser tag and ended with
a very elaborate and delicious Founder’s
Day dinner.

Highlights of the week included a trip to
a paintball arena in Syracuse and a very
popular broomball game at one of the local
ice rinks. Also, many alumni came back
during this week to support our rush
efforts, and I would like to thank them all
for their dedication to the fraternity. As a
result of our efforts, we brought in four
new pledges who will bring a wide range
of diversity and experience to Beta
Omicron.

While a smaller number than in previous

years, these men will contribute greatly to
the chapter. Some of the many activities
these new members participate in include
varsity track, club Frisbee, and the executive
board of the Cornell ski club. Including the
previous fall pledge class, our total number
of new members is eight for the year,
which helps us to replace a smaller class of
only nine graduating seniors.

But, as always, the work is far from fin-
ished, despite all the effort put in over the
past semester. With one of the larger senior
classes graduating next year, we will once
again be pressed for numbers. Recruitment
is the lifeblood of the fraternity and will be
our top priority in the coming semesters.

As the new recruitment chairman, it is
now my responsibility to keep people
organized and motivated throughout the
coming semester. Alec Shannon ’09 has
done a great job in the past year, and I
assure you that I will continue to keep Delt
strong. The brothers of Delta Tau Delta will,
as always, come together to overcome this
new recruitment challenge. It is a privilege
to serve as your recruitment chair, and
I look forward to writing to you next
year with news that our chapter continues
to grow.

Justin Hedin ’10
Recruitment Chair
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Brothers enjoyed a game of rush week laser tag—From left: Haris Bhatti ’10; James Kim
’08; Peter Greczner ’09; Garret Moniz ’08; and Deborshi Ghosh ’10.

Events, Mixers Fill Brothers’ Social Calendars
Socially, Beta Omicron is enjoying a semes-

ter of change and success, and the best is yet to
come. One of the big highlights of the semes-
ter so far has been a mixer with the sisters of
Alpha Omicron Pi. As a tribute to the infamous
Animal House, the mixer had a toga theme that
was happily embraced by nearly all the broth-
ers and sisters of their respective houses. The
mixer was not only a good chance to meet
some of AOPi’s newest sisters, but also served
as a brotherhood bonding event, as several
brothers volunteered to go and get decorations
for the toga theme.

Arguably the most successful event this
semester, though, has been the Valentine’s for-
mal. Thanks to valuable input from the broth-
ers, this formal took a slightly different
approach than usual, as we hired a pianist to
come and play after dinner. In addition, we
hired a DJ to come in and take over the sound
systems for the rest of the night. The brothers
and their dates enjoyed the various attractions
of the night, and the formal was successful as a
direct result of brotherhood participation in
planning, set up, and execution.

Coming up at Beta Omicron we have a vari-

ety of mixers, including ones with Kappa Delta
Phi, Alpha Xi Delta, and a sorority from Ithaca
College. In addition, we have our biggest party
of the year, the Beach Party. Also, there is a new
member party being planned. One of the
duties of the new members is to develop a
theme and to plan decorations for the party.
Finally, we will have a spring-themed mixer
early in May.

Fraternally,
Roger Strang ’10

Social Chair



Thanks To Care, Repairs, Shelter Remains In Good Shape
This year, our Shelter is in better condition

than it was in the year before. At Homecoming
last fall, our former Shelter managers, Russell
Womer ’09 and Marshall Thomas ’06, generat-
ed a list of small and large projects for the
chapter to pursue this year.

We have been successful in completing a
number of these projects, but must continue
to work with the university and house corpora-
tion to complete the list. Our accomplishments
on this front include painting the TV room, the
black dance floor in the rec room, the main
stairwell spindles, and the radiators in the rec
room. Blake Behrens ’09 has done most of the
painting himself and with his own funds. The
chapter also donated its unused leg press,
which had been residing in the dining room, to
Ithaca High School.

The Shelter and grounds committee met
last semester before Christmas break to plan
some pre-rush week work. We decided to
focus mainly on a large house cleanup and
painting the TV room. Toward that effort, we
procured a roll-off dumpster through the uni-
versity and completely filled it with accumulat-
ed junk from the library, dining room,
and appendix.

Due to the efforts mainly of J.P. Blake ’10,
the library is now a much nicer place to study.
Besides throwing away junk, many plaques
were hung up in the library and some out-of-
date textbooks were donated to Friends of the
Ithaca Library.

We are now looking for alumni support to

complete the renovation of the library by pur-
chasing some new furniture, specifically three
individual desks and an additional conference
table.

Josh Mabry ’10
House Manager

Events Bond, Bolster Brotherhood
The brotherhood ended last semester with

a bang. As everyone celebrated the end of
classes and lamented the prospect of the
upcoming finals, we joined together to enjoy a
fun (albeit at times painful) game of broom-
ball. A few months and many bruises later, the
brothers of Beta Omicron came back for more
fun on the ice.

With the sticks, nets, and balls now tucked
away for the semester, the brotherhood is
looking forward to bonding over some new
and exciting activities. As soon as the harsh
Ithaca weather allows, the brothers will be
looking to outrace each other on the go-kart

track. Meanwhile, we will also enjoy some
good, old-fashioned bowling at the oh-so-
warm Helen Newman Lanes. After having fun
playing laser tag over rush week, the brothers
may also repeay their light gun-toting perform-
ance sometime this semester. Finally, the
brotherhood will be organizing an event later
in the semester to send off the graduating sen-
iors in style.

Furthermore, the brothers of Beta Omicron
are making great strides in becoming an up-
and-coming athletic powerhouse on the pitch,
on the ice, and on the court. After making the
ice hockey playoffs in the fall, Cornell Delts fol-

lowed up this semester by finishing the regu-
lar season of basketball with a winning record
and securing a playoff spot, where they will
compete for the intramural championship title.

Altogether, the brotherhood is taking great
strides in coming together. We are very enthu-
siastic about the upcoming events and our vic-
tories in the athletic arena. This is already look-
ing to be a great semester for Beta Omicron.

Fraternally,
Yaroslav Dvinov ’09
Peter Greczner ’09

Co-Brotherhood Chairs
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The house library underwent renovations by the undergrads.

Reunion Weekend
June 5-8, 2008: More information will follow as the event nears.

Sesquicentennial Celebration
August 13-16, 2008, Hilton Pittsburgh:
The Fraternity will host the Sesquicentennial Karnea in August 2008 in Pittsburgh that will include a jour-
ney to Bethany, the birthplace of Delta Tau Delta. Mark your calendars to attend this historic event. Please
visit www.delts.org/Resources/General/Programs/Karnea/.Karnea.aspx for more information.

Homecoming 2008
September 26-28, 2008: Make plans to watch Cornell tackle Yale. More details as the event nears.

SAVE THE DATES



“I’m still cutting out and painting small cars for the
children in three hospitals and the local women’s
shelter,” writes Hamilton A. Miller ’48. “Thank
goodness, I can make small cars for our five great
grandchildren.” Keep in touch with “Hamy” at 4303
Patton Dr., Longview, TX 75605; milhh2@aol.com.

Kyros P. Kyrtsis ’59 reports a new address of 16
Elaion St., GR-145 64, Kifissia, Greece.

Keep in touch with Robert A. Boehlecke Jr. ’60 at
his new address of 76 Farrell Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850;
boehra@aol.com.

“I am still working at the Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory in Berkeley, California, doing elemen-
tary particle physics” writes Ronald J. Madras ’64.
“Though in September, my wife, Karen, and I
moved to France for about a year. I am working on
a new particle physics experiment, ATLAS, at the
CERN laboratory in Geneva, Switzerland. We live in
Thoiry, a small village in France right across the
French-Swiss border. We are enjoying the good
food, wine, and cheese here and the opportunity to
visit various local villages and take weekend trips.”
To find out more, write to Ronald at
rjmadaras@lbl.gov. Send him postal mail at 17922
Martha Anne Dr., Tustin, CA 92780.

“In August I took a new job with Mercury Computer
Systems,” writes David S. Linden ’72. “I am techni-
cal director of the avionics and unmanned aircraft
systems group.” Write to Dave at 7611 Kingfisher
Ct., Dexter, MI 48130; dlinden@mc.com.

Gary Masterson ’72 has a new e-mail address. He
can now be reached at gcmasterson@comcast.net.

Thomas E. Digan ’74 writes, “I retired from the U.S.
Navy as a captain in 2004 and went to work for
Lockheed Martin-Undersea Systems in Manassas,
Virginia. This past summer, I was offered a promo-
tion and transfer to run the Lockheed Martin-
Canada company. With offices across Canada, we
work predominantly with Canadian government
contracts as a wholly owned subsidiary of
Lockheed Martin Corporation. With our last child in
college, Gayle and I are now residents of Ottawa.
Canada is a beautiful country. Our winters are cold-
er, but the people are friendly and warm. Our four
children are all adults living in the United States, so
we anticipate many visits from them, family, and
friends.” Write to Tom at 1448 Squire Dr., Ottawa,
ON K4M 1B8, Canada. E-mail him at digan@
sympatico.ca.

Richard D. C. Schrade Jr. ’82 reports that Michael
Laccetti ’82 is alive and well and living in the
Bronx. You can contact Rich by e-mail at
richard@schradelaw.com.

Steve Heinzelman ’95 writes, “Our family has been
enjoying a four-and-a-half month sabbatical in
New Zealand. We toured the country and are now
living in Christchurch until May. We’ve seen beauti-

ful scenery, incredible wildlife, figured out cricket
and rugby, and sampled the creative Kiwi ways to
get the adrenaline going, like jumping off the
Auckland Sky Tower, jet boating through
narrow canyons, rolling downhill inside inflated
balls, and tying yourself to large kites with enough
power to launch you into orbit (kite surfing). Nate
will be 5 in April, Molly just turned 3, and we’re all
having a great time.” Contact Steve at sheinzel
@gmail.com.

Sankha Lahiri ’97 and his wife, Geeta (’98), wel-
comed their first child into the family on January 29
at 8:51 a.m. Kieran Kumar Lahiri weighed in at 6
pounds, 5 ounces and was 18-and-three-quarter
inches. Mom and baby are healthy and happy.
Sankha resides in Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey, and
works as a vice president of finance at Goldman
Sachs; Geeta has retired from corporate life into
being a full time mommy! You can contact Sankha
at sankha.lahiri@gmail.com.

Geoff J. Kornberg ’98 writes, “My wife, Andee, and
I now live at 42 Dalewood Rd., West Caldwell, NJ
07006, with our new Golden Retriever puppy,
Maui.”

Our alumni send their news

Deceased
We regret to announce the deaths of:

Lynn P. Himmelman ’33
December 17, 2007

Gordon H. Strite ’38

Joaquin de la Rosa Jr. ’43
October 1, 2007

William D. Edson ’50
2007

John H. Culver ’55
September 30, 2007

Kieran Kumar Lahiri, daughter of Sankha Lahiri
’97. See related news note, below.


