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Undergradate Chapter Remains Strong, Focused

Spring Rush Nets Nine Quality New Members

Welcome, brothers, to the latest edition of The
Cordelt. The actives of Beta Omicron have been fer-
vently working to better the house and the brother-
hood throughout the year.

We were faced with the tough task of replacing 15
graduating seniors, but we banded together to have
a very successful rush week—the highlight, of course,
being the fun the brotherhood had playing broom-
ball. We managed to pledge nine strong members for
the 2007 spring pledge class, and all of the brothers
are very excited to have the new members join our
chapter. Many of these pledges have already shown
interest in taking leadership positions.

We are also working on many improvements to
the Shelter to make it an even better place to live: The
actives have proposed plans to renovate the chapter
hall with hardwood floors and new curtains. Another
plan our brotherhood has is to overhaul the library
and get new carpets for the living areas. We all hope
that, with House Corporation’s help, the hard work of
the actives can fully be realized.

We continue to build the bond of brotherhood

with many different activities. Whether it is all of the
brothers going out to see movies or grabbing a bite
to eat, the brotherhood simply enjoys hanging out
together. Another staple event is a trip to the local
bowling alley to hangout and see who can out bowl
each other…or generally who can break 100.

The last, but certainly not least, thing we have to
report on is our annual Strike Out NF campaign. Our
philanthropy chair has been working very hard to
build on the event’s success and beat the previous
year’s $6,000 worth of contributions. The event is
scheduled for April 29, 2007, and the actives look for-
ward to the continued support and participation of
our alumni.

With all that has been going on at the Shelter, the
brotherhood has become stronger, and the bonds of
brotherhood have grown deeper. The house is con-
tinuing to grow, and we continue to strive for greater
success.

Daniel Kantor ‘07
Undergraduate President

Once again, with their backs against the wall, the
brothers of the Beta Omicron Chapter came togeth-
er and pulled off one of the best rush weeks in
recent memory—demonstrating that brotherhood
really does sustain us.

Rush week 2007, masterminded and organized
by our former recruitment chair, Randy Lariar ’08,
began with the now-annual Delta Tau Delta car
smash and ended with a simply scrumptious meal
prepared by our own Jeffrey Catalano ‘09.

Highlights of the week included a trip to Turning
Stone Casino and a very popular broomball game at
one of the local ice rinks. As a result of our efforts,
we brought in nine new pledges who will bring a
wide range of diversity and experience to the chap-
ter. With the addition of two pledges in the fall, our
total came to 11 for the year, which—with 15 gradu-
ating seniors—allows us to maintain the numbers for
our strong brotherhood.

But as is always the case, our work is not done
despite all the effort put forth over the past several
months. Another large senior class is graduating next
year, and once again we will be pressed for num-
bers. Recruitment is our lifeblood and should be our
top priority 24/7.

As recruitment chairman, it is my job to keep
people organized and aware of their responsibility to
recruit. Randy Lariar ’08 left some very large shoes to
fill, but I can assure you that I will try my best to keep
Delt strong.

If history is any indication, the brothers of Delta
Tau Delta will once again come together and over-
come this challenge. It is a privilege to serve as
recruitment chair, and I look forward to writing to
you next year with news that the house is growing
with the best and brightest on campus.

Alec Shannon ‘09

Members of the new pledge class gather for a photo.



The past academic year was a great
success for the brothers of Beta Omicron.
Our combined GPA rose to 3.2—higher
than both the all men’s and all fraternity
averages at Cornell.

The current attitude of the chapter is
one of dedication to our studies and a
commitment to make sure every brother
succeeds.

The seniors agree that there was
more group studying and tutoring this
past semester than in any other in recent
memory. More brothers are taking class-
es together, and there has been a team
focus on academics, rather than the typ-
ical every-man-for-himself attitude.

I would like to especially recognize
one brother, James Jimmerson ’07, who
is on pace to graduate Phi Beta Kappa.
This high honor is only given to the top
10 percent of the graduating class from
the school of arts and sciences. We wish
him luck finishing his last semester.

The library has also gotten more use
than in the past. Every night brothers can
be found there reading textbooks, writ-
ing essays, and studying for exams. Even
though it can get busy, the library is still
treated as a sanctuary for learning. A
project is in the works to refurbish the
library by adding more lighting and
installing a whiteboard.

Our search for a faculty adviser is
ongoing. We hope the position will be
filled by one of our two alumni who are
currently professors here at Cornell. If
not, we hope to find another man of
great character and intelligence that we
could look to for guidance and advice.

Finally, at the end of this semester, I
plan to add names to our plaques of
Delta Tau Delta scholars and pledge
scholars. A senior will be chosen for the
general scholar award based on four
years of academic and leadership excel-
lence. The pledge scholar will be chosen
based on academic excellence in his
freshman year.

We look to our future pledge classes
to continue this renewed focus on aca-
demics and boost our GPA higher.

David Randell ‘09
Director of Academic Affairs

Brothers Enjoy Successful ConferenceBeta Omicron
Continues To Excel
Academically

The 2007 Eastern Division Conference
was held February 8-10, 2007, at the Penn
State Conference Center in State College,
Pennsylvania.

Eighteen chapters were in attendance
from across the Eastern Division.
Representing Beta Omicron were: Daniel
Kantor ’08, president; Peter Greczner ’09,
vice president; Alec Shannon ’09, recruit-
ment chair; Ben Lipsius ’08, treasurer; James
Kim ’07, new member education; and David
Randell ’09, director of academic affairs.

The theme of this year’s conference was
Foundations for Excellence, and the three
days included many break-out sessions, in
which different members from each chapter
would attend. Sessions included topics such
as overcoming apathy, creating a fanatical
recruitment culture, and how to run a chap-
ter with a tight budget.

One break-out session, philanthropy and
community service, featured John McCarthy
’89 as its speaker. Brother McCarthy spoke
on how to run a successful philanthropy
event and used Beta Omicron’s past events
on behalf of the Children’s Tumor
Foundation as examples for how a success-
ful event should be executed. We were hon-
ored and thankful that John was able to take
time out of his schedule to come speak at
the conference.

Besides the break-out sessions, the divi-
sion conference also offered a great deal of
guest speakers to offer insight on the true
meanings of truth, courage, faith, or power.
All of the speakers were very entertaining,
informative, and even allowed for audience

participation. One speaker, Joel Goldman,
spoke on the courage to make wise deci-
sions. He had all those in attendance play a
game about how drinking affects your judg-
ment, and we all witnessed the conse-
quences of what irresponsible drinking does
and how important it is to be wise in all of
our choices.

Although during the day there were many
sessions, it was not all work for the men of
Beta Omicron. The conference provided
many opportunities for our brothers to
socialize with brothers from other chapters.
One night, the division sponsored a casino
and pizza event. Even though none of us
won the grand prize, we enjoyed the cama-
raderie that ensued. On another night we
went out to dinner with our brothers from
the Rho Chapter.

Besides bonding with the other chapters,
the conference allowed the six of us to bond
together as well. We had a lot of fun at the
conference and learned a great deal of infor-
mation to bring back to the Shelter to help
our chapter grow and become even more
successful.

In addition to the knowledge we would
be bringing back, we also received a signifi-
cant award. At the Saturday night awards
banquet, Beta Omicron was recognized with
the award for outstanding philanthropy for
our efforts on behalf of the Children’s Tumor
Foundation and Neurofibromatosis (NF)
through our 5K run for NF and our bowling
tournament, Strike-Out NF.

Peter Greczner ‘09
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Brothers and potential new members participate in our rush car smash.



Philanthropy Remains A Priority For Beta Omicron
The brothers of Beta Omicron continue to

make bettering the community a priority
in their lives.

Our Strike Out NF bowling tour-
nament—a huge success last year—
has been made into an annual
event. The tournament—held in col-
laboration with Kappa Delta
Sorority on April 29 at the Helen
Newman Center—will once
again consist of teams of two
bowling in a “no-tap” format.
Fundraising will once again be
encouraged online, with all dona-
tions going to the Children’s Tumor
Foundation to help in the fight against
neurofibromatosis.

Last year’s event raised over $6,000, and

our aim is to improve upon that impressive
number. With the continued support of our

alumni—especially John McCarthy ’89
and Marshall Thomas ’06, who have
once again assisted with event plan-
ning—we will reach our goal.

As of this writing, the brotherhood
also plans to participate actively in
the Relay for Life program.
Spearheaded by Jeremy Slivnick
’09, a large percentage of our
chapter plans to donate and par-
ticipate in the upcoming Relay for
Life on March 31. This all-night

walk-a-thon benefits the American
Cancer Society, and it will be our honor to

help support such a noble cause.
The brothers are also currently exploring

ways to replace our national service program,
Adopt-A-School. Through we cannot partici-
pate in this program due to New York State
law, the brothers still wish to serve underprivi-
leged children in some capacity and are cur-
rently in contact with Cornell’s public service
department to create such a program. Current
ideas revolve around tutoring or sponsoring
after-school clubs. We also hope to involve a
sorority in this program to increase participa-
tion and enjoyment.

John Shand ’07
Philanthropy Chair

(Editor’s Note: As of the date of
printing, the year’s Strike Out NF event has

raised over $6,500. Look for an update in
our next edition.)

Here at Beta Omicron, we are constant-
ly working to improve our Shelter.
Through the hard work of our House
Corporation and the active shelter and
grounds committee, we are always trying
to come up with ways to make our Shelter
a cleaner, safer, and more inviting place to
live.

Recent projects over the past several
months have included the implementa-
tion of a living-area renovation proposal,
as well as the creation of a five-year plan—

which includes project proposals to reno-
vate our library, chapter room, television
room, and capital maintenance plans for
our living-area windows and mattresses,
as well as our restrooms. While these proj-
ects may seem overly ambitious, the
brothers of Beta Omicron are dedicated to
doing everything possible to make the
Shelter one of the best houses on cam-
pus.

We would like to take the time now to
thank the alumni who have helped turn

our vision for the Shelter into a reality.
However, there is still a good amount of
work that we would like to see go into the
Shelter in order to bring about a happy life
for our brothers, our friends, and our com-
munity. We appreciate your generosity
and support, which enables us to achieve
our goals for a better Shelter and a better
life for our brotherhood.

Fraternally,
Russell B. Womer ’09

Socially, it was another great year for the
Beta Omicron Chapter of Delta Tau Delta.
Although our chapter was increasingly involved
on and off campus with philanthropy events,
our brothers still know how to enjoy the lighter
side of life.

Earlier in the semester, brothers and their
friends gathered together to watch Super Bowl
XLI on the house’s new high-definition projec-
tor. A good time was had by all…well, except
for maybe the Bears’ fans.

Beta Omicron’s formals were also a hit.
Brothers gathered together with their dates in
our chapter room to dance and have a good
time (after a fine meal, of course). The
Valentine’s and Christmas formals were taste-
fully decorated to match the season, creating
an old-fashioned atmosphere of romance.

Naturally, our social scene would not be
complete without some parties to mix things
up a bit. We had a number of creative parties
last semester. Our Delts of Hazzard party enter-

tained guests with a southern theme. The black
and white party created an atmosphere of ele-
gance, and heaven and hell was a huge suc-
cess, bringing out the nice—and slightly
naughty—in everyone.

But our signature event is our annual beach
party, one of the biggest social affairs on the
Cornell campus and in the Greek community.
This year, we bought over two tons of sand to
place on the dance floor, transforming the shel-
ter into a tropical paradise…at least compared
to the freezing conditions outside. The party
was a smash hit with hundreds of guests, but
don’t get us started on the cleanup–two tons of
sand, as it turns out, is a lot to deal with.

On the whole, the brotherhood remains
strong at Beta Omicron. Brothers regularly go
bowling, watch some movies, participate in
intramurals, and sit down and just play a few
rounds of video games. Things are looking up
at Beta Omicron!

Will Cohen ‘09
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Thanks To Care, Shelter Remains In Good Shape

Brothers enjoy full, exciting social schedule

Brothers and friends enjoy the Super Bowl.



Our alumni send their news

Deceased
We regret to announce the death of:

George A. White ’43

Anthony P. Pennock ’41 writes, “My wife died in
2004 after 59 years of marriage. We got married while
I was in the Navy in WWII. I have been on half a dozen
Elder Hostels to see the country and make new
friends. I’m 87, enjoy life, and plan to live to be 105.”
Send Tony greetings at 3320 Cedar Farms Ct.,
Alpharetta, GA 30004. Send him e-mail at
anthonypennock@comcast.net.

F.C.Wells Shoemaker ’44 sends this update on the
false alumni news item that was submitted and attrib-
uted to him as a joke . (See the spring 2006 Cordelt for
more information.) “The author has been identified:
William C. Littlewood ’44.” Keep in touch with “Shoe”
at 188 Memorial Park Dr., Sparta, NC 28675.

“With 10 grandchildren and three great grandchil-
dren, plus two more ‘on the way,’ life is simple and
respectful,” writesHamilton A. Miller ’48. “I’m still cut-
ting out small wooden cars, painting them, and giving
them to children in the hospitals and the women’s
shelter. Some cars are going to the Shriner’s Hospital
for children in Louisiana.” Write to “Hamy” at 4303
Patton Dr., Longview, TX 75605; milhh2@aol.com.

James A. Patterson ’65 writes, “I am semi-retired,
still living in Cleveland Heights, and am a radiologist
working for the Cleveland Clinic. My wife, Marian, of 38
years is also almost retired as a psychologist. We split
time here and at Lake Chautauqua. Sorry to hear that
Ken Hall ’66 died. We were roomates one year. Would
be happy to hear from any from my era.” E-mail Jim at
jampat_md@yahoo.com. Send him postal mail at
2520 Fairmount Blvd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44106.

“My son, John, pledged Delt at the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington, where he’s a freshman,”
writes David R. Nutt ’74 (2219 Buena Vista Rd.,
Winston-Salem, NC 27104; dnutt@triad.rr.com). “He’s
a legacy!”

Joe Doherty ’76 reports that he, Jeff Stam ’76, and
their wives met in Naples, Florida, for a few days at the
end of December to root for the Cornell hockey team
in the Everblades Tournament, catch some sun, do
some boating, have a few “sociables,” and what not.
Although they both admit to having aged “a little” over
the years, the trip was fun, and they look forward to
including more brothers in future events. Joe also
noted that their old U-Hall One (class of '17) dorm was
recently demolished to make room for West Campus
development. Rumor has it that “strange artifacts”
were unearthed, perhaps related to the tenures of
brothers Dominiak, DiGiorgio, Kissell, Lang and/or
Ketchum—all ’76ers!

Jeffrey D. Wolfe ’82 reports an updated e-mail
address of jeff@grosolar.com. Send Jeff postal mail at
P.O. Box 161, Stafford, VT 05072.

Steven P. Eno ’84 writes, “We welcomed our new

daughter, Lauren Kate Eno, on May 8, 2006. She joins
her older sister, Caroline Mary, who is now 6.” For an
update on the Eno family, write to Steve at 190
Davenport Farm Ln. S., Stamford, CT 06903.

Mark Dressel ’92 writes, “We've just moved to
Lake Mills, Wisconsin, where I am now serving as pas-
tor of Trinity Lutheran Church. Sue White, my wife, and
I have two daughters, Stacie and Angie Dressel, ages 5
and 3. Our address is 363 W. Prospect St., Lake Mills,
WI 53551. Anyone that is in the area, stop on by.”

Mike Pine ’97 writes, “On January 31, Shari gave
birth to our first child, Samantha Ryen, and we’re all
happy and healthy. We finally settled down and
bought a home in Marlboro, New Jersey. I hope to see
my fellow class of ’97ers at our 10-year reunion when
Samantha becomes the first member of the class of
2029 to visit. I can be reached at mpine01
@hotmail.com.”

“I just got married to Sumanta Saha on May 27,
2006, in Cherry Hill, New Jersey,” writes Arpan
Chakravarty ’97. “We just returned from our Eastern
Mediterranean honeymoon trip and are settling here
in Los Angeles. Sumanta will be finding a job in
finance/accounting, and I continue to work in techni-
cal sales for freescale semiconductor (formerly part of
Motorola). We are both doing well, and I wanted to
thank all the Dels who made it out to the wedding,
which was an unforgettable experience. I can be
reached at arpan97@yahoo.com.” You can also write
to Arpan 1402 Saltair Ave., Apt. 7, Los Angeles, CA
90025.

Congratulations to Geoff Kornberg ’98 on his mar-
riage to Andrea Schenk on July 9, 2006, in Florham
Park, New Jersey. Brothers in attendance included
Geoff Vitale ’96 and Josh Bowen ’98. In the
spring/summer Issue of Manhattan Bride Magazine,
Geoff and Andrea (Andee) have their wedding fea-
tured in a section called Real Weddings. Full-page arti-
cle with pictures and everything. If you find a copy at a
Borders or Barnes And Nobles, check out page 100.
Geoff and Andrea are currently residing in Pine Brook,
but are now looking to buy a house in northern Jersey.”
E-mail Geoff at korngeo@optonline.net.

John W. Stauffer Jr. ’98 reports that he and Susie
were blessed with a baby girl, Rachel Stauffer, on
March 7, 2007. Send congratulations to 328 W. Surf Rd.,
Ocean City, NJ 08226. E-mail him at johnstauffer
@hotmail.com.

Cornell Reunion Weekend, June 7-10, 2007
For more information, please visit www.alumni.cornell.edu.
Homecoming Weekend, October 12-14, 2007
Visit www.alumni.cornell.edu for more info or e-mail our alumni chairman,
Jeffrey Catalano ‘09, at jpc58@cornell.edu.


