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Report From The House Corporation President

The Future Looks Bright For
Beta Omicron

Report From The Undergraduate President

Our Hard Work Is Beginning To Pay Off

I
am encouraged by what I have seen at Beta Omicron this semester. The undergraduates
did an excellent job recruiting one of the strongest pledge classes in recent years. With
only a few brothers graduating and good rush prospects for next year, the near future

looks bright. With a few more semesters like this one, we will be able to sustain a strong
presence on campus instead of just “squeaking by” each semester. The brothers seem to be
pulling together, fulfilling more of their potential, and enjoying themselves as they work to
strengthen the chapter.

This semester the house corporation has financially assisted with rush, with kitchen
improvements, and with a new capital project. The trustees voted to hire a contractor to
replace the shelter’s roof. This involved removing the old material, covering the roof with
three inches of foam-board insulation (the roof was not previously insulated), and applying
two new plies of membrane as a final barrier. JVS facilitated this process, and the project is
complete. This is a long-term solution, and with any luck, for many future house corporation
meetings, we will no longer have to discuss efforts to patch a leaky roof.

Fraternally,
Steve Heinzelman ’95

sjh7@cornell.edu

REUNION
June 6-9, 2002

The house corporation will
meet on Saturday at the shelter
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.; all are
welcome to attend. Beta Omi-
cron Delts are also invited to
join a backyard barbecue at the
shelter immediately following
the corporation meeting. A spe-
cial welcome goes out to the
class of ’52, which is celebrating
its 50th anniversary this year!

T
he past two years have been a tough journey for the
juniors and seniors. Discouraged by difficulties engen-
dered by diminishing membership, some of us stood by

with our hands in our pockets, while others struggled on. But
there is a light; I saw it spark at the end of last semester. This
light wasn’t “increased numbers” or “finance.” This light was
pride—pride in the brotherhood. 

At this point in the spring semester, only one month in, I am
speechless. I cannot describe the level of confidence that the
undergraduate brothers possess. The spring semester began
with the induction of 10 gentlemen. The brothers and the
pledges show great respect and admiration for one another,
which I’m sure will provide a firm foundation for a growing,
flourishing brotherhood. 

The recent Eastern Division Conference has been another
light on our journey. In February we received two awards, the
first for having the highest GPA in the Eastern Division, given by
the arch chapter, and the second for “exceeding recruitment

goals.” This is only the beginning; we know we can achieve so
much more. 

Our enthusiasm and pride have had an effect on the Cor-
nell community as well. Our reputation on campus has been
steadily growing, and we are rebuilding our name to reflect
who we are and what we stand for. As a result, many are
expressing interest in becoming Delts.

I would like to thank the undergraduate brothers for all of
their hard work and their ongoing dedication to the shelter. I
would like to thank the alumni for their support as well. The
next few semesters are going to be exciting times of change.
We will do our best to keep all of you informed of our
progress, but the best way of getting to know us would be to
visit. I look forward to meeting many of you at Homecoming,
playing bridge on the front walk, and sharing stories about the
past.

Nicholas Elkovitch ’03, Chapter President
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Matthew Schultz was born in 
Buffalo, New York, on February 9, 1983.
He currently resides in Syracuse, New
York, with his parents and brother. At
Cornell he is the public address
announcer for seven of the Big Red’s
athletic teams, including women’s vol-
leyball, women’s soccer, women’s ice
hockey, sprint football, JV men’s basket-
ball, men’s lacrosse, and women’s

lacrosse. Matthew is a freshman communication major in the
college of agriculture and life sciences.  

Andy Moderow, 19 years
old, is a freshman in arts and sci-

ences, with no specific major at
this time. He has raced sled dogs

all his life, and in 2001 he com-
peted in the Iditarod, a 1,100-

mile dog race from Anchorage to
Nome, Alaska. Other favorite

activities include building guitars,
gold mining, playing in the out-

doors, and photography.

Andre Pham, 18, and a freshman in
the college of engineering, is planning to
pursue a degree in computer sciences. His
hobbies are reading, gaming, and skiing.
When not engaged in any of these activi-
ties, he can be found slaving away at his
desk doing work.

David Wei was born in China, where he
lived until middle school. Then he traveled in
Europe for three years before coming to the

U.S. He graduated from Newark Academy
in Livingston, New Jersey, two year ago and

is currently a sophomore operation
research student in the engineering school.

Blake Horrel is from New York,
where he attended Scarsdale High
School and later graduated from Rye
Country Day School. Currently he is a
government and economics major in the
college of arts and sciences, with an
expected graduation in May of 2004. He
has yet to make any decisions on his
path after Cornell, except that it will be
one committed to a life of excellence.

Phelps Lambert is a biology major
from northeastern New Jersey who 

has worked at Mount Sinai Hospital in
New York doing research on 

fibromyalgia syndrome for the past
three years. He loves the outdoors,

especially hiking, mountain biking, and
kayaking. This is his fifth year fencing,
and he is currently on the club team.

Chris Litvin is a freshman from 
Redford, Michigan. This year he is
studying mechanical engineering, and
his interests include sports, reading,
and movies.

A sophomore mechanical engineering 
student, Robert Waskis likes the New York

Giants and the Yankees, plays paintball, and
prefers brunettes (not that he’s ever turned

down a blonde...). 

“Imagine being dropped off on the North
Pole from the sunny beach and told to
memorize organic chemistry while sitting on
an ice cube. That’s me,” writes William F.
Hoyer III. He’s from Santa Rosa, California,
loves to snowboard, and when he gradu-
ates he plans to travel to an obscure corner
of the planet “to study plants and girls.”

Dustin Mandel is a freshman in the
engineering school and is interested in

becoming a mechanical engineer. He
came to Cornell “because it seemed to

have the largest selection of courses, as
well as being quite strong in my chosen
field. Having grown up in Philadelphia, I
wanted to get out of the big cities of the

Northeast, and after graduating from
Friends’ Central School, I felt that I needed a larger school.

Cornell, of course, seemed perfect.”

Introducing…The Spring 2002 Pledge Class!

T H E  C O R D E L T

Published regularly by Beta
Omicron Chapter of Delta Tau
Delta Fraternity at Cornell Univer-
sity for its members and friends.
News contributions and pictures
are always welcome and should
be sent to Delta Tau Delta Frater-
nity, Alumni Records Office, P.O.
Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.
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Chapter ReportsChapter Reports
Rush

The future of Beta Omicron is looking quite bright. A lacklus-
ter performance year last year, which produced only a small
(though strong) pledge class of five individuals, showed every-
one in this chapter that rush had to become the number-one
priority this year. Our hard work and dedication to this goal
have been directly translated into the largest pledge class in
recent history. Four more solid members were added in the
fall, and a whopping 10 more qualified candidates are pro-
ceeding with the pledging process this spring. 

Amazingly, this year’s addition to the brotherhood nearly
doubles the size of the active brotherhood. Our numbers
should remain strong at the end of the year as we only gradu-
ate three seniors. However, even with this year’s stellar perfor-
mance, rush must remain our number-one priority. 

This year’s spring rush week, while mentally and physically
exhausting, was a shining example of the potential of this
chapter when every individual is contributing 110 percent. The
position of rush chair was in a state of transition during this
time period; however, many members of the chapter stepped
up and worked as a cohesive unit to make sure rush week
went off without a hitch. At the very beginning of the week,
using the motto “two heads are better than one,” we brain-
stormed many creative ideas and activities. Some examples of
our creativity included renting a projector to play movies and
games on the side of our house during all the smokers, host-
ing a Viking dinner that featured lots of food without any sil-
verware, and taking off for a night out in Syracuse. Other
events that rounded out the week were paintballing, X-games
night, and the annual skiing trip to Greek Peak. The brothers
showed great enthusiasm for all the events throughout the
week, and, as a result, we ended up with a stellar turnout. 

The rest of the semester will be dedicated to meeting more
potential rushees for next fall. Our goal is to have at least 15
pledges for the calendar year, and we all feel very confident
that we’ll be able to meet this goal. We already have a few
holdovers from this spring’s rush, and the pledges are also
helping us network by introducing us to their friends. We plan
to start our popular brotherhood/rush barbecues when the

weather gets warmer, and we have a rush trip to Turning
Stone Casino slated for the beginning of April. Also, we plan to
have many brothers in the house serving as orientation lead-
ers for the freshmen next year so we can start meeting poten-
tial members as soon as possible. 

There is a good feeling in the house these days. We have
learned that with hard work and dedication, anything can be
done. Soon we will be adding 10 more dedicated and ener-
getic members to our brotherhood. With their help and our
continuing dedication to meeting new people, we plan to have
a great future in the fraternity scene at Cornell.

Gregory Hwang ’04

Pledge Education
This semester the brothers of Delta Tau Delta pulled off an

impressive feat by acquiring 10 new pledges. The pledge class
is extremely dynamic, being composed of young men from all
walks of life. They have enriched the shelter with their fresh
and interesting perspectives and have entertained the actives
with their enthusiasm and diligence. They enhance the atmo-
sphere of the house by renewing our excitement about the
pledging process, and we’re all extremely glad that they have
decided to commit themselves to our organization.

Pledge events are currently being held every Tuesday at
9:30 p.m. The pledges arrive at the house with their manuals
and folders, ready to learn about the fraternity. The new guys
have proven themselves to be pretty intelligent and quick to
internalize the true meanings of Delta Tau Delta; they will,
without a doubt, become great brothers.

After their half an hour or so meeting with the pledge edu-
cator, the pledges engage in their weekly event. The events
have been structured around a desire to instill in them the
principles and values of the fraternity. Each task has a coher-
ent unity with one or more of the lessons that the brotherhood
views as important, and each pledge has expressed admira-
tion of the foundation on which the house is based. The new
guys have also taken it upon themselves to improve the repu-
tation of the house by participating in external activities such
as delivering cookies to sororities on Valentine’s Day and plan-
ning their own social event. They will eventually challenge
themselves with a house improvement project, in which they
will refurbish an existing portion of the house or build some-
thing completely new. Most of the brothers are hoping for new
dinner tables, but, with these guys, anything is possible.

Although they’ve only been around for a few weeks, the
spring 2002 pledges have made great progress and promise
to be hardworking brothers in the future. They get along well
with each other and with the brotherhood, and everyone is
delighted with their enthusiasm. We’re happy to have them,
and we know all of the alumni will enjoy meeting them.

Jason Higginbotham ’03, Pledge Educator 

Neophytes
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Social 
The chapter began the semester with a goal of strengthen-

ing our campus presence. One strategy for achieving this goal
was improving sorority relations. So far this semester we have
had three sorority mixers, with a few more planned for later in
the semester. Everyone seems to have had a great time at
these mixers, and as a result we have been maintaining
strong relationships with each of the sororities. The chapter
has received several open invitations to sorority crush parties,
and many sorority sisters continue to stop by the house and
build friendships with the brothers.

This semester we have set a high standard for social
events. For our last crush party, we put great effort into devel-
oping a theme, decorating, and creating a formal atmo-
sphere. The result was the classiest social event I have ever
seen at Cornell. Our guests seemed to share this sentiment
and say they are eagerly awaiting our next crush party later in
the semester.

Delts have been making great strides toward establishing
our brotherhood as a well-regarded presence on campus. As

a result of our
recent events
and growing
sorority rela-
tions, students
all over Cornell
not only know
who we are,
but have great
things to say
about us.

Arel Greif ’03, Social Chairman

Shelter
Spirits are high following our successful year in rush, and

this is reflected in chapter maintenance. New systems for reg-
ular upkeep of the shelter are being put in place to ensure that
high standards are being met, and the pledges complete their
weekly work assignments with enthusiasm. The results are
phenomenal. 

Further large-scale projects for improvements to the shelter
are planned in addition to regular maintenance. In the weeks
to come, the project of painting the exterior, started in the fall,
will be completed. In addition, our pledges are deciding on an
improvement project of their own. Whichever project they
choose, the rewards for the chapter will be remarkable.

This has been a very productive year on all fronts for Beta
Omicron, and the appearance of the shelter bears testimony. I
encourage you all to come to Homecoming in the fall and see
for yourselves.

John Brockman ’03

Chapter ReportsChapter Reports
Alumni Relations

The Delt house is full of composites of hundreds and hun-
dreds of guys who were brothers in the house from the ’60s to
the ’90s. Faces and names, however, don’t adequately convey
their legacy. In an effort to connect us to our past, I, as the
alumni relations chair, have developed a plan of action to
increase the alumni’s involvement with the undergraduates. 

In addition to two events in the spring semester, including a
slope day reunion and a brother/alum golf tournament, I will
be sending out biweekly or monthly e-mails concerning the
status of the brotherhood and any news, events, questions,
requests, or concerns in the house. If you wish to be added to
the list or know someone who would like to be added to the
list, please contact me by e-mail at brv4@cornell.edu.

Brian Viele ’04, Alumni Relations

Academics
This semester, we have decided to increase interest in the

chapter’s academic program. Specifically, we have been tak-
ing advantage of one of National Delt’s resources, the Kersh-
ner Scholar Program, which recognizes members for out-
standing academic performance. This past semester alone,
nine brothers have become Kershner scholars.

This is the first of several programs I intend to revitalize in
the chapter’s academic affairs. We are already on path to cre-
ate a renewed interest in Delt’s academic program and aca-
demic performance.

Arel Greif ’03, Director of Academic Affairs

Brotherhood
Coming off a very successful rush, the brotherhood looks

forward to an exciting semester. That week brought the house
together, making us all more excited about brotherhood
events. As a house, we are continuing to grow with respect for
each other, and because of that the house is running quite
smoothly. 

This semester we have reinstated the lost art of the broth-
erhood game night. We get together on Thursday and either
hang out downstairs playing pool and foosball, or venture out
to the bowling alley.  When it gets warm we’ll undoubtedly
move to basketball or Frisbee. In the warm weather we will
also have barbecues on Thursdays, and we hope to use this
as a rush tool, asking rushees to join us not only for a meal
but also for game night.

We have some more intensive events planned for the
semester. First, we plan to spend a day racing each other
down the slopes of Greek Peak. In April we will venture up to
the ropes course and participate in events that will require
teamwork—which will help us build not just our house but our
friendships. Finally, May will bring our camping trip. We hope
to spend the night having fun but also reflecting on the
semester past and setting goals for the semester to come.

John Brockman ’03

Hangin’
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(continued on page six)

AAAAlllluuuummmmnnnniiii WWWWrrrriiiitttteeee
Delta Tau Delta

“I saw DEAN WALLACE ’40 and his wife, Hop—a Wells
girl—in September,” writes ANTHONY PENNOCK ’41 (3320
Cedar Farms Court, Alpharetta, GA 30004; alfapennoc@
aol.com). “We had had no contact since he graduated, but I
was in Syracuse and looked him up. We had a fine time. Dean
was football manager and head of his class academically at
Cornell. He drove an LCI, the Navy’s smallest ocean-going ves-
sel, across the Pacific in the war and came back to run the
Camillus Cutlery Company.”

— ❖  —

ROY TUNISON ’42 makes his home at 721 Corbett Ave.,
#3, San Francisco, CA 94131.

— ❖  —

JOHN C. DORFMAN ’49 writes that he was “surprised,
deeply touched, and honored” to receive the alumni award
and plaque at the house corporation meeting at Homecoming
last fall. “It has been an honor and privilege to work with our
active alumni, and the undergraduates have been outstand-
ing in recent years.” Drop him a line at jdorfman@ddhs.com or
at 215 Midland Ave., Wayne, PA 19087.

— ❖  —

JOHN H. HOLLANDS ’51 wrote to tell us of the death of
VINCENT DiGRANDE ’51, which was reported in the Cornell
Magazine last year. “He played varsity football,” remembers
John, “and was a really good guy.” John’s retired and lives at
79 Edgewood Rd., Allendale, NJ 07401.

— ❖  —

Write to DAVID P. ROY ’61 at droy321143@aol.com or at
18 Monterey Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87508.

— ❖  —

DUDLEY BOUCK ’66 resides at 2975 Wahapu Ranch Rd.,

Escondido, CA 92029, and his e-mail address is
boux@juno.com.

— ❖  —

Send e-mail to DANIEL A. UPDEGROVE ’70 at 
updegrove@mail.utexas.edu and “snail mail” at 10508
Skyflower Dr., Austin, TX 78759.

— ❖  —

THOMAS KELL ’71 reports that his daughter, Megan,
graduated from Cornell in 2001 and that his son, Alex, is still
the sports authority. “He is taller than I am, if you can believe
that. No, I am not hunching over with age. My life is still merg-
ers and acquisitions, transformations and traveling. Mi
remains the navigator and continues at Talbot’s.” Our address
for “The Kell” is 86 Plymouth Rd., Needham, MA 02492.

— ❖  —

MARK GUNDERSEN ’76 joined the firm of Klett, Rooney,
Lieber & Schorling in its Wilmington, Delaware, office practic-
ing corporate law. He would enjoy hearing from any of his
classmates at mgundersen@klettrooney.com or at 11 Raintree
Rd., Chadds Ford, PA 19317.

— ❖  —

Stay in touch with RICHARD D. C. SCHRADE JR. ’82 at
609 Redbud Lanes, Stockbridge, GA 30281, or at
schraderdc@aol.com. He writes, “I saw JOHN PIRIE ’83 and
his new baby, Ava, during a trip to metro Washington, DC, in
November. Ava looks like her mother—thank heavens!” He
adds that MICHAEL LACCETTI ’82 is alive and well and living
in the Bronx. 

— ❖  —

Kudos to STEVEN J. GETMAN ’86, who was named county

To subscribe to DTDALUMNI-L, send the following com-
mand to listproc@cornell.edu:

SUBSCRIBE DTDALUMNI-L Firstname Lastname

where “Firstname Lastname” is your real name. If you
have any questions about DTDALUMNI-L, you may
reach the owner of the list by sending e-mail to Josh
Brown ’99 at jhb9@cornell. edu. If you have any ques-
tions about the CIT mailing list server, contact the list
manager at listmgr@cornell.edu.

Connect with current Cornell students
and recent grads...online and at your

convenience! Join the Career Contact Network, a database
through which Cornell students may search for alumni in
their field to contact for advice and information. This net-
work is made possible by software provided through Job-
trak.com. Access the network and complete your registra-
tion/career profile via the Cornell Career Services home
page at www.career.cornell.edu/ccs, the alumni link and
Career Contact Network button, or contact Nancy Law at
607/255-9046 or NFL1@cornell.edu for more information.

Cornell Career Services

Keep Connected!

C
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Send In Your Newsform!

The success of this newsletter depends, in part, on
the participation of our alumni. Please take a moment
to fill out your newsform and return it to the address on
page two. Include your latest news, news of brothers
with whom you’ve kept in touch, and maybe also one
or two of your fondest Delt memories or thoughts on
what Delta Tau Delta means to you. We’ll look forward
to sharing your news in the next issue of The Cordelt.

attorney by the Seneca County Board of Supervisors in Jan-
uary. His address is P.O. Box 333, Interlaken, NY 14847.

— ❖  —

“On October 20, 2001, I married Cathy Roncskevitz, a 1991
graduate of Ithaca College,” writes STEPHEN ASCHETTINO
’88. “The wedding took place in Manhasset, Long Island, not
far from our new home in Oyster Bay. ALAN FLYER ’90 was a
groomsman, and WILLIAM DAVIDSON ’90 added comic
relief.” Send best wishes to the newlyweds at 151 Radcliff Dr.,
East Norwich, NY 11732 (stephen.aschettino@verizon.net).

— ❖  —

Last year, MARK D. NASSI ’89 decided to take a sabbati-
cal from the working world to follow a dream and cross off a
big item from his “to-do-within-this-lifetime list.” Consequently,
late last fall he crossed the finish line of his first Ironman-dis-
tance triathlon in Montreal. “Now I am in the throes of a more
daunting task: finding a job. Feel free to drop me a line to say
hello, or if you are going to be in the San Francisco Bay area.”
Mark can be reached at mark.nassi@mindspring.com or at
2624 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109.

— ❖  —

ERIC PALEY ’90 left Harris Beach, LLP, in September to
accept a position with Hodgson Russ, LLP, in their employee

(continued from page five)

CHAPTER ETERNAL

We regret to report the death
of the following alumni:

VINCENT DiGRANDE ’51

WILLIAM W. JOHNSON ’53, December 17, 2001

AAAAlllluuuummmmnnnniiii WWWWrrrriiiitttteeee
Delta Tau Delta

benefits practice group. He writes, “The commute can be a
bear—Hodgson Russ is in Buffalo, and we live in Rochester—
but you would do it, too, just to be able to tell people that you
practiced law in the same firm as STEVE ASCHETTINO ’88.”
Eric’s address is 606 Claybourne Rd., Rochester, NY 14618
(epaley@hodgsonruss.com).

— ❖  —

On July 17, 2001, Christine and JOHN M. OVERTON JR.
’92 celebrated the birth of their first child, Joshua. Congratu-
late them at 13 Gervaise Dr., Derry, NH 03038, or at overtonjjr
@cs.com.

— ❖  —

SADASIVAM MANICKAM ’93 and Soni Sinha are
engaged! Their wedding date is set for May 25 at the Wash-
ington Club in Washington, DC. Sada and Soni work as attor-
neys in DC, Sada as a trial attorney with the Civil Rights Divi-
sion of the Justice Department. They reside at 1200 N. Veitch
St., #1221, Arlington, VA 22201, and Sada’s e-mail address is
sadamanickam@yahoo.com.

— ❖  —

ERIC SCHNEIDER ’93 reports a new address of 139 New-
town Ave., Norwalk, CT 06851.

— ❖  —

Employed by AT&T in Morristown, New Jersey, TEDDY M.
MERTYRIS ’94 can be reached at t_mertyris@hotmail.com or
at 782 Correll Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309.

— ❖  —

ROBERT B. PLESS ’94 lives at 6238 Southwood Ave., Apt.
3N, Saint Louis, MO 63105.

— ❖  —

Contact THEODORE D. RIEPER ’96 at 383 Ashford Ave.,
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522, or at ted_rieper@yahoo.com.

— ❖  —

BENJAMIN W. RAILE ’00 reports a new address of 6102
Cliffside Trail, Columbia, MD 21045.


