
The fall semester is off to an excellent start here
at the Shelter. Alumni-Active Improvement Weekend
was quite the success—we were able to replace all of
our lights with new energy-efficient models, remodel
our bathrooms and recreation room, and build new
picnic tables for everyone to enjoy in the backyard.
Additionally, we were able to finish the repaneling of
our dining room and power-wash the exterior facade
of the Shelter, an item that was proposed by the
Shelter and grounds committee as being instrumental
to our renovation efforts.

The Shelter and grounds committee continues to
push forward with more and more proposals for minor
renovation projects for the Shelter. We are excited to
announce that the house corporation meeting was a
success as well—we will be replacing the second- and

third-floor living area carpets, which are nearing two
decades old, with a more durable, tiled carpet that
should last for quite some time to come.

The new insulation and high-efficiency toilets are
performing admirably, modernizing the Shelter and
moving us toward our end-term sustainability goals.
We continue to be the greenest house on campus,
from our more efficient facilities to our newly created
compost pile.

This has been an excellent year for Shelter
improvements—the capital improvement campaign
continues to move forward with its agenda, finalizing
and prioritizing each line item yet to be completed.

Jordan Edwards ’12
House Manager/Social ChairmanTh

e
C
o
r
d
el
t

Beta Omicron Chapter of Delta Tau Delta at Cornell University
Fall 2010 1

Beta Omicron builds on recent success
Last spring, I reported a successful start to the

year, one like we have not seen in over a decade.
Now, I am happy to report that we are building on
our recent success as we continue to develop our
internal and external programming.

First, thanks to the energetic work of our philan-
thropy chairman, Andrew Smith ’12, Beta Omicron
has, for the first time, adopted a local elementary
school; we are aligning ourselves with the interna-
tional fraternity’s community service project, “Adopt-
A-School.” We have been working with their principal
and PTA board since last spring, sending volunteers
to help with their monthly PTA meetings. This year,
we expect the partnership to expand to other PTA
sponsored events.

Next, I can confidently report that our member-
ship size is still on the rise, with recruitment in the
able hands of our recruitment chairman and former
president,Michael Bonacum ’10. Even at
our current membership, our presence
and influence on campus far surpasses
our size, as the members comprise offi-
cers of over a dozen clubs, a graduate fel-
low at the Office of Fraternity and Sorority
Affairs, and chairs on the working com-
mittees of the Interfraternity Council. We
are eager to see how our name grows
with our size in the near future.

Finally, we are ever grateful for the
continued alumni presence at our
Homecoming Weekend. Our chapter
room was again packed for our annual
house corporation meeting, at which the
trustees approved a $7,000 project to

recarpet the hallways in the living areas. We had a
wonderful turnout at the banquet as well; the 31
actives served over 100 dinners to brothers and
guests with the help of Thomas Sweda ’82, who led
the infamous kitchen crew of alumni and actives.

Homecoming was again a keen reminder that
the success of Beta Omicron is a result of a lasting
partnership between actives and alumni. We are
confident that this partnership is one that will con-
tinue to keep Beta Omicron a strong and viable
chapter for many decades to come. As the alumni
now look to 2015, the 125th anniversary of Beta
Omicron’s chartering, the actives once again ask for
our alumni’s continued faith in our undergraduate
programming and thank them for their ceaseless
support.

Young Hur ’11
Undergraduate President

Chapter presidents, past and present: Jack Thompson ’73, Daniel
Kantor ’08, Robert Waskis ’05, Michael Bonacum ’10, Young Hur ’11,

John Shand ’07, and Garret Moniz ’08.

Thriving alumni relationships
Beta Omicron continues to enjoy a very close

brotherhood, exemplified by a number of activities in
which the chapter has taken part. The semester still
holds much in store, with events planned such as
paintball and other fun and friendly competitions
among brothers. Like this past fall semester, an end-
of-the-year brotherhood dinner will take place in
December, allowing the chapter to spend one last
evening together before the stress of exams and the
start of the holidays.

Athletics maintain a strong presence in the lives
of Delts, with teams competing in Cornell’s intramu-
ral soccer and flag football leagues. The annual alum-
ni vs. actives football game over Homecoming
Weekend proved successful yet again, with the alum-
ni coming away with another victory. The fraternity’s
cohesiveness illustrates the importance of a tightly
knit brotherhood, allowing Beta Omicron to thrive on
many levels.

Anthony Lynch ’12

Improvements continue at the Shelter



Capital campaign report
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The Delt Shelter, at 104 Mary Anne Wood
Drive, has served as the home of the Beta
Omicron Chapter since 1966. Over the past 44
years, the Shelter has undergone numerous
repairs and refurbishments as needed; how-
ever, much of the fundamental infrastructure
remains original, including the windows, heat-
ing system, and hot water system.

In light of anticipated future repairs—as
well as the desire to upgrade the Shelter with
infrastructure and amenities that are modern
and more efficient—the capital campaign
committee was created in the fall of 2009
and charged with developing a plan and rec-
ommendations for a long-term Shelter
improvement initiative. The objective of the
committee is to work jointly with the under-
graduate chapter in developing a five-year
Shelter renovation plan, which will culminate
in the rededication of the Shelter at the Beta
Omicron 125th anniversary celebration
(scheduled for Homecoming 2015).

Going forward, recent and continued
improvements in competitive housing alterna-

tives, such as Cornell University housing and
off-campus apartments, increase our urgency
to modernize the Shelter structure and rein-
force Beta Omicron’s competitive advantages
as an undergraduate living alternative.

A successful long-term Shelter improve-
ment plan requires three fundamental parts:
chapter membership giving levels that ade-
quately cover both the operating expenses
and facility reserve contributions; an alumni-
driven capital campaign targeted at securing
the funds necessary to support a major
Shelter renovation project; and continued
alumni financial support, post-project, to
insure the long-term sustainability of the
chapter and Shelter.

The committee will construct plans and
recommendations based upon these three
fundamental pillars of success. The house
corporation has worked with the undergrad-
uate chapter to develop a preliminary list of
key Shelter improvements and renovations.
Based on Shelter occupancy, design, required
or desired renovations, and anticipated oper-

ating expenses, the preliminary minimum
requirements are estimated at a capital cam-
paign of $1,200,000 supported by net annu-
al profit (total chapter and alumni contribu-
tions, less expenses), resulting in $40,000,
with $25,000 directed to the Shelter’s facility
reserve account.

The committee has developed a prelimi-
nary timeline for the capital campaign leading
up to Beta Omicron’s 125th anniversary cele-
bration, and the Shelter’s rededication, in the
fall of 2015. A final project plan will be pre-
sented to the house corporation for approval
by fall 2011, and a final determination about
whether or not to proceed with the capital
campaign will be made by fall 2012.

I welcome any and all comments or
questions concerning the capital campaign
initiative, and encourage alumni to call me at
(608) 609-9194 or e-mail at sarice@live.com
for further information.

Scott Rice ’90
Beta Omicron House Corp. President

(Above) Homecoming 2010 tailgate: Derrick Green ’99, Timothy
Ray ’83, Jason Saltsberg ’94, and Matthew Schultz ’05.

The Beta Omicron Chapter continues to
excel in all its philanthropic efforts. More than
ever before, we are going out into the Ithaca
community and making a decidedly positive
impact. All brothers maintain a full schedule
of service activities.

We began our semester with the fifth
annual “Strike Out NF!” tournament on
September 11, 2010. All proceeds went to the
Children’s Tumor Foundation, which works
tirelessly to find a cure for neurofibromatosis.
We changed the structure of “Strike Out NF!”
slightly this year, holding a softball tourna-
ment in the fall instead of a bowling event in
the spring. The event consisted of a wiffle-ball
game and home-run derby, both of which
were held at Appel Fields. Most of our regis-

trations and donations occurred online, and
thanks to several gracious alumni, like John
McCarthy ’89, we have already raised nearly
$2,000. The donation site remains open at
www.active.com/donate/strikeoutnf2010.
Everyone is still encouraged to donate to this
great cause.

In addition to the success of our “Strike
Out NF!” tournament, Beta Omicron’s biggest
achievement this semester has come with
our involvement in Delta Tau Delta’s national
“Adopt-A-School” program. After working
with Enfield Elementary School in Ithaca for
the past few months, we formally adopted it
this October. So far, we have provided super-
vision for students during school functions,
such as their open house night and PTA

meetings. However, we plan to also partici-
pate in tutoring and coaching, among other
things, as our relationship with Enfield con-
tinues to develop and mature. All of the
Cornell Delts look forward to working with
Enfield students during the coming weeks
and months!

In addition to the aforementioned events,
brothers have also participated in a variety of
philanthropic events on campus, hosted by
other Greek organizations. Examples of events
include Delta Gamma’s “Anchor Slam,” Kappa
Alpha Theta’s “Tip-A-Canoe,” and the Tri-
Council’s “Day of Demeter.”

Andrew Smith ’12
Philanthropy Chair

(Right) Unable to return to Ithaca for their 20th Reunion, Delts
from the class of ’90 convened for an off-site reunion of their
own, in Chicago. Brothers William Davidson III, Eric R. Paley,
Jeffrey S. Benensohn, Scott A. Rice, Michael J. Sonnenstein, and

Alan I. Flyer at Wrigley Field.

Strengthening community is essential to our vitality



Undergrads returned to the Shelter this
August looking forward to building off of the
recruitment success of last spring’s Rush
Week. The chapter was able to start the year
off incredibly strong, inducting a pledge class
of five men less than a week into the school
year. Ryan Arsenault ’13, Peter Stanley ’13,
Charles Moyes ’12, William Larkin ’13, and

Jeffrey Alfano ’13 make up the largest fall
pledge class in recent memory, and bring our
2010 rush total to 14 new members. As of this
writing, we are planning to initiate all five after
retuning from fall break. We are expecting
great things from this class, and I am confi-
dent they will contribute to the growth of Beta
Omicron.

We had another strong
Orientation Week, building a con-
tact list of 100 freshmen over the
four nights. Again, orientation lead-
ers proved pivotally helpful in this
initial stage, and I commend
Matthew Rosoff ’10, Justin Hedin
’10, Young Hur ’11, Raghav
Phadke ’12, and Eric Stucker ’13
for their tremendous efforts. Our
orientation success has allowed us
to build a great base of contacts for
next semester’s Rush Week. We
have hosted rush events on almost
a weekly basis, steadily building
toward the spring. A few of our

strongest contacts have already expressed
interest in pledging, while others continue
coming back to the Shelter time and again. In
addition, preparations for this spring’s Rush
Week (January 17–23) are well under way, as
we plan new event ideas for the week. If you
are in the Ithaca area on January 22, 2011,
we’d love to have you attend our Founder’s
Day Banquet, where you’ll get a chance to
meet the next generation of great Delts.
Please contact me at mrb59@cornell.edu
with any questions.

This will be my last year in the Shelter as
a student. I am proud of the strides that the
brotherhood has made in recruitment over my
time here, and I am confident that the under-
graduate chapter has the skill and determina-
tion to continue recruiting the men we will
need to make Beta Omicron a force on cam-
pus for another 120 years. I thank you for your
continued support, and I look forward to
bringing you positive news on recruitment in
spring 2011.

Mike Bonacum ‘10
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Thank you to Hamilton A. Miller
’48 for sending in this historic
photo, featuring brothers and
their dates from the 1943
spring dinner. Hamilton’s date,
Cathy, is on the far left, wearing
a sweater over her blouse.
Below Cathy, wearing a top hat,
is Acker Young ’46. Find John
Dorfman ’49, left of the center
in the bottom row, with his shirt
unbuttoned and his face in pro-
file. Get in touch with Hamilton
by writing to him at 4303
Patton Dr., Longview, TX 75605.

Send your photos and stories to
Beta Omicron Chapter of Delta Tau
Delta, Alumni Records Office, P.O.
Box 876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

Those were the days!

Members of the fall pledge class, from left to right: William
Larkin ’13, Ryan Arsenault ’13, Peter Stanely ’13, Charles

Moyes ’12, and Jeffrey Alfano ’13.

Recruitment momentum is remains strong

This past spring, the Delts of Beta
Omicron continued their pursuit of academic
excellence. Beta Omicron climbed 10 spots, to
ninth place, in the Cornell fraternity GPA rank-
ings. This semester, we hope to ascend still fur-
ther by focusing on assisting our underclass-
men. We are running one-on-one tutoring ses-
sions between our most successful upperclass-
men and our neophytes and pledges. So far,
the program is proving successful; the brother-
hood seems to have gotten through the first
round of fall prelims with ease.

Last semester, the Shelter hosted the
first in our ongoing series of faculty discus-
sions. Professor Bruce Tracey joined us for

dinner. Afterward, he gave an insightful pres-
entation on the nuances of interviewing for
high level positions. The presentation was
very useful for both our underclassmen, who
were searching for summer internships, and
our graduating seniors in search of full time
jobs. This semester, I hope to have Professor
Michelle Louge give a presentation on public
speaking for the brotherhood.

As I write this article, we are also in the
middle of planning our second annual faculty
dinner, scheduled for late October. For this
event, each brother invites his favorite faculty
members down to the Shelter for a night of
good food and pleasant conversation. The

intention is to help brothers create closer rela-
tionships with the faculty members of their
schools. The more professional connections
each brother can make, the easier it will be for
him to get letters of recommendation for
future jobs.

In conclusion, the brothers of Beta
Omicron are poised for another strong semes-
ter academically, and our faculty networking is
better than ever, helping Delts excel not only
scholastically, but in the job search and the
professional world as well.

Matthew Scott ’12
Director of Academic Affairs

Achieving new heights in scholarship
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Currently serving a term as the General Counsel in
the Congressional Office of Compliance, Peter
Ames Eveleth ’61 wrote, “I’ll continue [here] until
my term of office runs out in 2013. I am looking for-
ward to our 50th Reunion in June 2011, and getting
together with the Beta Omicron Delts, class of ’61.”
Write to 920 North Carolina Ave., S.E., Washington,
DC 20003; or peveleth@loc.gov.

“I retired, in April, from the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory in Berkeley, California,” wrote
Ronald J. Madaras ’64, “after working there for 35
years doing basic scientific research as a 
high-energy elementary-particle physicist. As a sen-
ior scientist, I participated in physics experiments at
Stanford, Fermilab near Chicago, and, more recent-
ly, the ATLAS experiment at  the CERN Large Hadron
Collider (LHC) in Geneva, Switzerland. I will contin-
ue to participate in ATLAS, though at a reduced level.
My wife, Karen, and I sold our house in the San
Francisco Bay area in May, and moved to a town-
house we bought in Newport Beach, California. We
now live closer to our two daughters, and our
adorable, delightful granddaughter! I continue to
run, bike, and swim in the ocean; my wife and I also
continue to enjoy traveling.” Write to his new
address at 510 Avenida Lorenzo, Newport Beach, CA
92660; or by e-mail at rjmadaras@lbl.gov.

David R. Nutt ’74 wrote, “My wife, Becky, and I trav-
eled to Jacksonville, Florida to follow the Cornell bas-
ketball team. We stayed at the team hotel, went to
both games, and met many alumni. One alumnus we
befriended was Eddie Rooker (Cornell ’09), who is
the alderman in Collegetown … We then traveled to
Syracuse for the Sweet 16, and Cornell lost to
Kentucky. On the way home, we toured the campus,
which my wife had never visited. The campus was
quiet (on spring break), but beautiful. The arts quad
is everything a college quad is supposed to be. We
parked in the Delt lot on that cold Friday in March.
The low was 20 degrees and my Cornell memories
came back to life.” Contact him at 2219 Buena Vista
Rd., Winston-Salem, NC 27104; or dnutt@triad.rr.com.

Get in touch with Clifford D. Strat ’80 by writing to
him at 410 Peachtree Pkwy N., Peachtree City, GA
30209; or e-mail him at cliffstrat@gmail.com.

Marty Barrack ’83 recently relocated. Find him at
2345 NE 42nd Ave., Portland, OR 97213; or
marty@barrack.net.

Find Bobby F. Tsai ’83 at his new address 11/F
Block A, 21 Repulse Bay Rd., Hong Kong, China; or

contact Bobby by e-mail at btsai@netvigator.com.

Stephen A. Aschettino ’88, a former litigation part-
ner at Nixon Peabody LLP and executive vice presi-
dent and general counsel of credit card processor
Cynergy Data, recently started his own law firm in
New York City. Steve’s firm provides business law,
litigation, and outside general counsel services to
companies of all sizes. He lives with his wife, Cathy,
and their three children in Oyster Bay, New York.
Contact Steve at 128 Split Oak Dr., East Norwich, NY
11732; or at saschett@optonline.net.

“We moved to Princeton, New Jersey, in August of
2010,” wrote Robert J. Lis ’89, “and we are enjoying
heckling the Princeton teams whenever Cornell is in
town! Let me know if anyone can make a game in
Princeton.” Write to 16 Greenland Ct., Princeton, NJ
08540; or bobalicia@verizon.net.

Kevin Covert ’91 sends his greetings from 2230
Astana Pl., Dulles, VA 20189;  contact him by e-mail
at coverts_2000@yahoo.com.

This past August, Ted “Tsongas” Mertyris ’94 wrote,
“I am fulfilling two long-time goals. First, I am trans-
forming my investing hobby—now 12 years in the
making—into a business. Second, I am dipping a toe
into politics. I have been recently elected as a
Hunterdon County committee member. I’m hoping
to do better than my pledge namesake, Paul
Tsongas.” Catch up with him at 89 Johanna Farms
Rd., Ringoes, NJ 08551; or t_mertyris@hotmail.com.

In January, Joshua Brown ’99 left Novo Nordisk, and
now peddles cardiovascular products for
AstraZeneca. Reach him at 789 Van Buren Dr. NW,
Salem, OR 97304; or e-mail jhbrown9@gmail.com.

Congratulations to Peter J. Weinert ’00 on the birth
of his son, Mark Ignatius Weinert, born on June 11,
2010. You can send your own congratulations to
Pete at 9775 Tombreck Ct., Bristow, VA 20136; or
peter_weinert@hotmail.com.

Reconnect with Michael Sandman ’08 at 21
Buttonwood Pl., Hazlet, NJ 07730; or by e-mailing
sandmanahoy@gmail.com

DECEASED 

We regret to report the death of:

Victor Stewart Underwood ’43
July 11, 2010

Join our listserv
Sign up for the Beta Omicron listserv at www.cit.cornell.edu/computer/email/using-lists/
joining.html#sub. Or, send a plain text e-mail from the address you want to subscribe: 
listproc@cornell.edu. Leave the subjectline blank. In the body of the e-mail, type “subscribe
dtdalumni-L John Doe ’99,” where the ’99 is your specific class year. You should then receive a wel-
come e-mail in a couple of minutes. Questions? Contact Joshua Brown ’99 at jhbrown9@gmail.com.

date
save the

FOUNDERS’ DAY
BANQUET
January 22, 2011
At the Shelter on
Saturday, January 22.

EASTERN DIVISION
CONFERENCE
February 17–20, 2011
At the Hyatt Regency
Baltimore, Inner Harbor,
Baltimore, Maryland.

REUNION WEEKEND 
June 9–12, 2011
Come home to Delta Tau
Delta. More details as the
event nears.


