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The

Report From The House Corporation President

Your Gift To Cornell Can Help Fund Our
Mandated Sprinkler System

I
hope the coming holiday season finds you and your fami-
lies doing well. The rest of the house corporation and I wish
you the best.
Homecoming went off without a hitch again this year, and I

enjoyed catching up with many of you. The undergraduates
seem to be continuing their growth in spirit and in numbers;
their efforts as well as the efforts of the alumni are producing
dividends.

Save these dates in 2003:

February 15—Boston-Area Alumni Event
Reception at John Harvard’s Brew House from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., followed by the Cornell-Harvard ice hockey

game. For more information, contact Jason Saltsberg ’94 at jss5@cornell.edu or at 718/224-7212.

June 5-8—Cornell Reunions
October 24-26—Homecoming Weekend

I would like to draw your attention to one particular issue
discussed at the house corporation meeting. Cornell’s board of
trustees has issued a mandate that all university-owned hous-
ing must have a fire sprinkler installed over every bed. While
many of us don’t like having an unfunded mandate placed on
us, a sprinkler system will help to prevent the kind of tragic fires
that have occurred too often in dormitories and fraternities
around the country, and it will help to keep the quality of our

shelter on par with other housing options at Cornell. We
passed a resolution at the meeting stating that we would
work to meet the mandate while at the same time
expressing our concerns to the Cornell administration
about how the matter was handled.

The initial estimates for the cost of the sprinkler system
are over $94,000, so this obviously will put significant
strain on our facility reserve fund. Therefore, I would like to
make a special appeal to all alumni this year to please
consider allocating a gift to the Delta Tau Delta Gift
Account on the pledge card you will receive from Cornell.
These gifts are tax deductible and are what fund our uni-
versity gift account that we use to cover such major pro-
jects as our recent roof repairs. These donations are sepa-
rate from the alumni dues, which go directly to Beta
Omicron, are not tax deductible, and help fund The Cordelt
and other operational activities. Whatever you can con-
tribute to the gift account will help us to complete this pro-
ject and will help to keep our shelter a viable place for
brothers to live for years to come.

Fraternally,
Steve Heinzelman ’95

House Corporation PresidentBrothers at Homecoming.
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Chapter ReportsChapter Reports

Our belated thanks to Farquhar Smith III ’50, whose
gift to Delta Tau Delta was recorded

after our 2001-’02 honor roll of donors went to press.

Rush
Recruitment at Beta Omicron Chapter is in full swing again

this year. After recruiting 14 new members last year with only
19 active brothers, we have set some pretty high standards for
ourselves this year. With an active brotherhood of 29, we are
now aiming for seven new members in the fall and 15 new
members in the spring. We believe we can meet this goal if we
set recruitment as our number-one priority. 

Morale is high at the chapter. Being members of one of the
smaller houses on campus has made us much more outgoing
than we might otherwise be. We pride ourselves on how well
we recruit, and we have been told by many of our guests that
we are the friendliest fraternity they have ever visited. They say
that at some of the other houses on campus, the brothers
never bother to introduce themselves or even talk to their
guests. However, since our size has forced all the brothers in
the house to bear some of the responsibility for recruitment, we
have all learned how to make the acquaintance of strangers.
We have also noticed how easily our talents in recruitment can
be used on members of the opposite sex!

At the beginning of this year, in an attempt to broaden our
recruitment pool, we had several brothers meeting and greet-
ing freshmen as orientation leaders. Each of these orientation
leaders had his own individual group of 10 to 15 freshmen. We
also continue to have weekly barbecues on Thursday nights
when the weather cooperates. Future trips with rushees
include a paintball excursion, a trip to Niagara Falls, a day trip
to Syracuse, and a trip to Six Flags at Darien Lake. With a full
social calendar as well, this promises to be a busy semester. 

Brian Viele ’04

Social
Delt’s social calendar this year has been very impressive.

For the past few semesters, it has been our focus to create a
significant presence on campus, and this semester has been
ground-breaking on our road toward that goal.

Starting the year with the largest membership we have
had in years, we’ve had enough enthusiastic and able men to
organize weekly rush and social events that seem to be more
and more successful each week. Our guest list has been
quickly rising in number, and we’ve reached a point where
we no longer even need to advertise; we have a constant
flow of people who just love coming back to Delt. At the end
of every event, there are always at least one or two people
who tell us what a great time they had. In addition, it seems
every week we’re approached by another freshman who
says he’s interested in rushing Delt. We intend to top off the
semester with our crush party, which already has a reputa-
tion for being one of the classiest parties at Cornell. Our social
events are definitely helping us create an impressive campus
presence and prepare for spring rush.

We have also been expanding the variety of social events
Delt has each semester. Whereas most fraternities at Cornell
tend to devote most of their budget to one large open party,
we decided not to have any open parties this semester, and
focused instead on smaller, more private functions. Last year
we had a winter date night and cruises on Cayuga Lake, both
of which were so successful that we decided to have them
again this year. We are looking forward to our next winter
date night later this semester, and we are also in the process
of planning a tour around the Cayuga wineries.

Sorority relations is another area that is drastically improv-
ing this semester. We recently invited the sisters of Alpha
Omicron Pi to a “paint mixer,” at which we all wore white
shirts—which became the canvas for our artistic efforts. The
sisters said they had a great time and complimented us on
how well we decorated the shelter. They later sent us a very
sweet thank-you card for including them in such a wonderful
event. 

We have another mixer rapidly approaching, this one with

T
he past two years have been a time of rebuilding. Last
year was especially encouraging with the initiation of
14 men, bringing our numbers from 18 to 29. Two

brothers are away this semester, leaving 27 brothers at the
house who are sharply aware of the importance of this com-
ing year. In May, 12 seniors will graduate.

Recruitment is our main focus this year. Our chapter con-
sultant, Jake White, visited the shelter during orientation
week (August 20-24) and helped us organize our thoughts
and plans for a successful rush. As a chapter we have set our
goal at 22 men for the year (seven fall, 15 spring). Our
recruitment chairman, Greg Hwang, has the confidence and
support of the entire chapter. We are determined that our
goal will become a reality.

Currently the morale of the house is the highest it’s been in
a long time. Last year we started a series of house improve-

ment projects. Last fall we began painting the exterior of the
shelter, which is soon to be finished. Last spring the pledges
built two new picnic tables (great for our Thursday brother-
hood barbecue). We fully expect that in much the same way,
the new initiates will be instrumental in building and improv-
ing our membership. We are very proud of them and are
honored to call them brothers. 

This semester we have weeded and mulched the front of
the shelter and plan on building or buying display cases for
some of our most important historical pieces. They will be
placed in our library so that there is a constant reminder of
why and how we arrived at this point. Our history will not be
forgotten. 

Every time we work on an improvement project, the broth-
erhood grows closer. We realize that even weeding a
flowerbed builds bonds that will never be broken.

Highly Spirited Brotherhood Focuses On Rush

(continued on page four)
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T H E  C O R D E L T

Published regularly by Beta Omi-
cron Chapter of Delta Tau Delta Frater-
nity at Cornell University for its mem-
bers and friends. News contributions
and pictures are always welcome and
should be sent to Delta Tau Delta Fra-
ternity, Alumni Records Office, P.O. Box
876, Ithaca, NY 14851-0876.

DDDDeeee llll ttttaaaa  TTTTaaaauuuu  DDDDeeee llll ttttaaaa  AAAAlllluuuummmmnnnn iiii WWWWrrrr iiii tttt eeee
ROY TUNISON ’42 writes, “JOACIN (Keen) DELAROSA ’43,

who lives in San Francisco, just returned from a short trip to
Cuba—the first since his family left as Castro moved in and
took over. The Delarosa mansion became an officers club, and
their paper factory fell into disuse. Keen’s address is 292 Ran-
dall St., San Francisco, CA 94131. He would like to hear from
the livelier element of his Cornell days!” Roy lives at 721 Cor-
bett Ave., #3, San Francisco, CA 94131.

JOHN FINK ’45 makes his home at 3602 S. Ironwood Dr.,
Apt. 305E, South Bend, IN 46614.

“Still cutting out small wooden cars, painting them, putting
wheels on them, and giving them away to the women’s shel-
ter and the two local hospitals for the young children,” reports
HAMILTON A. MILLER ’48, who resides at 4303 Patton Dr.,
Longview, TX 75605.

JOHN C. DORFMAN ’49 can be reached by e-mail at 
jdorfman@ddhs.com and by “snail mail” at 215 Midland Ave.,
Wayne, PA 19087.

Last May, DOUGLAS S. THROPP JR. ’49 attended a reunion in
Nashville of the 475th fighter group, which fought in the south-
west Pacific under General MacArthur’s command. Doug flew
101 combat missions as a member of the 431st fighter
squadron, which was part of the 475th fighter group. Drop a
line to Doug at 2126 Park Lane, Richmond, VA 23230.

Write to JOHN H. HOLLANDS ’51 at jhhollands@aol.com or
at 79 Edgewood Rd., Allendale, NJ 07401.

ALBERT J. HABERLE ’62 reports a new address of 1215
Stevenson Rd., Westport, NY 12993 (ahaberle@
westelcom.com). “This move is our last,” he writes—“our last
to a house of our own, that is, at least on our own legs. We
have the Adirondacks at our back and Lake Champlain in our
view out front. Lake Placid and Whiteface Mountain are 35
minutes to the west, and Vermont and the Greens to the east
across the lake. We look forward to company any time of the
year.”

The vice president of international human resources at Sen-
sient Technologies Corporation, RICHARD G. HODGES ’74 can
be reached at richardghodges@netscape.net or at 4580 Three
Meadows Dr., Brookfield, WI 53005.

Congratulations to TIM A. FISCHELL ’78 and his wife, Anne,
on the birth of their third child and first daughter, Emma, in
May. Tim is enjoying his job in interventional cardiology at the
Borgess Heart Institute in Kalamazoo, and he invites brothers
passing through southern Michigan to look him up at 1701
Embury Rd., Kalamazoo, MI 49008. Send e-mail to Tim at
taf1@net-link.net.

RICHARD D. C. SCHRADE JR. ’82 reports that he went to see
the newest team in the Arena Football League, “which is
named after NATE TAYLOR ’84. The Georgia Force plays in
Atlanta.” Richard’s address is 609 Redbud Lane, Stockbridge,
GA 30281; schraderdc@aol.com.

In April, the Navy sent MATTHEW T. BERTA ’89 to Diego Gar-
cia, where he is the chief staff officer for the Afloat Preposi-
tioning Ships Squadron Four. “You’ll know I’m doing my job if
you ever see on the news that the Army is going into Kuwait;
they can’t go there without the stuff aboard my eight ships.” 
E-mail reaches Matt at lcdrtboy@aol.com, and his home
address is 8 Phaedra, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677.

While vacationing in Penticton, British Columbia, last sum-
mer, MARK NASSI ’89 became engaged to Victoria Deitcher of
Montreal. Delts visiting the West Coast are invited to look them
up at 2624 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109
(mark.nassi@mindspring.com).

JOHN E. PALPHREYMAN ’89 is the proud dad of Kevin John
Palphreyman, who was born on May 24, 2002. Send congrat-
ulations to John and his wife at 17 Webster Ave., Summit, NJ
07901.

A physician, CASSIUS DRAKE ’91 can be reached at 
spiritlivesinyou@austin.rr.com or at 117 Golf Crest Cove, Lake-
way, TX 78734.

“Sue White and I are happy to announce the birth of our
daughter, Anastacia Elizabeth Dressel, on December 3, 2001,”
writes MARK DRESSEL ’92 (226 Martin St., Sharon, WI 53585;
mdressel@mc.net). Mark is a Lutheran pastor, and Sue teach-
es high school English.

SADA MANICKAM ’93 and his bride wish to thank family
and friends for all of their support and best wishes during the
past year. “We had a storybook wedding in DC, a romantic
honeymoon in the hills of Tuscany, Italy, and recently moved
into our dream house in Arlington, Virginia. Our new address
is Rosslyn Crest, 1456 N. Quinn St., Arlington, VA 22209;
sadamanickam@yahoo.com. Please keep in touch.”

BRIAN HOTCHKISS ’94 has moved to147 Harvest Dr., Char-
lottesville, VA 22903.

(continued on page four)
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Sigma Delta Tau. This is our first mixer with SDT since any of
the current brothers have been members, and it is a clear
indication that Delt is expanding its campus presence.

All in all, we couldn’t be more pleased with Delt’s social sit-
uation. We have a house full of outgoing and amiable gentle-
men who are definitely helping to make our presence felt on
campus. They continue to impress everyone they meet, be it a
guest, a rush candidate, or a sorority sister. Looking at the suc-
cess of our events and the sororities we’re mixing with, it
makes me proud to say that we are accomplishing things now
that we were unable to accomplish when I first joined three
years ago. We are definitely well on our way to the campus
presence Delt has been striving for—and with the motivated
and enthusiastic brothers we have, we’re just going to keep
on moving up.

Arel Greif ’03

Shelter
With a brotherhood large in size and mighty in spirit, main-

tenance of the shelter is smooth sailing. In fact, brothers are
known to ask for additional work during house cleanup,
absurd as that may seem.

The exterior painting, begun in the fall, will soon be com-
pleted, and other projects are in place to beautify the shelter
and increase the utility of the space available. Work out front
included clearing out the weeds that sprang up over the sum-
mer and adding some mulch to improve the appearance of
our shelter. 

With the return in the spring of our two absent brothers, we
will have a full shelter for the first time in the memory of any
active brother. In anticipation, we have begun clearing out old
storage rooms in an effort to secure more space.

When it comes to future projects, it’s difficult to contain the
excitement of the neophytes. I can’t wait to see what they do.

At the end of the semester, I’ll have to hang up my house man-
agerial spurs, but until then I can promise you that my reign of
terror will continue unabated, and this house will be clean.

Brian Viele ’04

Brotherhood
The foosball table is running hot with after-dinner competi-

tions of epic proportions. Few can find an answer to the
Banger offense and the Viele defense. A perplexing question,
combining north and south speed and control and some of
the wildest trash talking this side of the Mason-Dixon Line, has
driven them to a 15-2 record against the house (as of 2:46
a.m., October 3, 2002). Newer, softer, official Tornado foos-
balls are in the mail, courtesy of foosball.com. When they
arrive they’ll have us playing like mad fiends. We know what’s
important: foosball! 

In other news… We’re getting new T-shirts! According to
Jared at Greek 101, we have 35 brand new shirts in the tubes,
ready to be shipped to the house. They feature a simple, clas-
sic design—four-inch sewn-in letters centered on the chest of
a solid T-shirt. We have two colors on the way—purple with
yellow lettering and yellow with purple lettering. To get the
best idea of what they’ll look like, check out the October 2002
issue of Cosmopolitan. Matthew McConaughey models his
vintage Delt duds on the last page. It’s worthy viewing. The
house will have extras, so if you’re interested, don’t hesitate to
give us a call. We can see about hooking you up. Then you
can look cool like Matthew McConaughey—but no promises
about dating Sandra Bullock or a roll in The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre.

Which brings to mind the house’s latest cinematic obses-
sion, the new European release, Bicentennial Man II. The
sequel to the 1999 Chris Columbus film has Robin Williams
back, and he’s bloodthirsty this time. As he says, “None shall
be spared!” The brothers love it.

Hope you enjoyed the brotherhood report. Stop back for
some healthy brotherhood fun anytime!

Matt James ’04

Chapter ReportsChapter Reports
(continued from page two)

CHAPTER ETERNAL

We regret to report the death
of the following alumni:

DONALD E. DANLY ’51

ANDREW H. HEFFERNAN ’51, June 8, 1998

WILLIAM K. KELLOGG ’35, February 1999

DDDDeeee llll ttttaaaa  TTTTaaaauuuu  DDDDeeee llll ttttaaaa  AAAAlllluuuummmmnnnn iiii WWWWrrrr iiii tttt eeee
(continued from page three)

Orthopedic surgeon CHRISTOPHER GORCZYNSKI ’96 can be
reached at 301 E. 21st St., #15C, New York, NY 10010, or at
gorczync@yahoo.com.

Please note this new address for MICHAEL AMATI ’98: 32
Essex St., #1, Cambridge, MA 02139
(mmamati@hotmail.com).

After leaving Jupiter Research this summer, RYAN M. OET-
TINGER ’98 came back to Cornell to work on an MBA. Contact
him at 124 Westbourne Lane, Apt. #1246, Ithaca, NY 14850, or
at rmo2@cornell.edu.


